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FOREIGN NEWS. Aliter our paper was on press, 
the mail brought inforu.ation of the arrival of the Acadia 
steamer at Boston, with Liverpool dates to the 19th No- 
vember. There is nothing of importance by this arrival. 
The state trials in Ireland drag their slow length along 
hobbled by legal technicalities. The defendants say 
that they have 30,000 witnesses to examine. The Re- 
peal Associajion has adopted the motto ‘Religion is the 
basis of civil society, and the source of all good and 
comfort.” An address to the Queen was adopted.— 
Meantime the naval force on the coast has been aug- 
mented. ‘The Orangemen in the North of Ireland are 
organizing anew, evading the existing laws by drop- 
ping the pass-words, signs of recognition, &c., that 
theyforbid. The anti-corn law league is going ahead, and 


has borrowed hints on “rent” from the repealers. Duff | 


Green is now figuring as correspondent of the London 
a he 

Times, and battering the Rev. Sydney Smith, and assur- 
ing the free trade party that the whigs will be defeated 
at our next general election, and that either Mr. Cal- 
houn or Mr. Van Buren will succeed to the presidency, 
and that then the tariff will be repealed. Mr. Sands, an 
American merchant of great eminence, has been elected 
Mayor of Liverpool. 
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interior. 

Senor Don Ignacio Alas, minister of the general 
treasury, died on the 10th inst. 

“El Siglo XIX,” of the 18th inst., contains an ac- 
count of an outbreak or revolution in Senora, one of 
the departments of Mexico, the cause of which, or 
the object form which it is undertaken is not stated. 

Santa Anna, having in view the colonization of the 
province of Tamaulipas, has granted the wild lands 
to one Alexander de Grot, on condition that he in-! 
troduce within ten years at least 10,000 families, 
either Germans, Belgians or Swiss; said lands to be 
divided among the colonists, who are to devote them- 
selves to their cultivation and the improvement of 
agriculture. 

Several arrests had been made, and among others 
a Mr. Lafargue was apprehended for using language | 
derogatory to the national honor, in a speech which 
he delivered on the occasion of a national festival. 


AMERICAN INDEMNITY. The New Orleans Pica- |! 
yune of the 29th of November says: ‘The instalment 
on the United States’ claims for indemnity, which 
fell due on the 30th ult., was duly paid at Vera Cruz, | 
and it was supposed it would be sent to New York 
by the Ann Louisa, advertised to sail on the 20th 
instant.” 

TEXAS. | 

Britis ciams. It was recently published that the | 
British government had claimed as the property of cer- 
tain of her subjects twenty or thirty million acres of 
land in Western Texas, accompamied, in case the 
claim was not acknowledged; ‘with a positive threat | 





Anna had adopted of ordering foreigners from the 
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THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

The contents of the president’s message must have 
disappointed many. So much had been predicted, and 
so confidently was it asserted that the message would 
contain some proposition in relation to the annexation of 
Texas to the Union, or at Jeast an earnest protest against 
the interference of Great Britain in the affairs of Texas, 
that many persons will no doubt be surprised to find not 
an intimation relative to the annexation, and but a re- 
mote hint at British interference! Instead of the heavy 
complaints anticipated against Great Britain, the princi- 
pal, if not the only exception taken in the message to 
the conduct of foreign powers, is to that of Mexico, for 
procrastinating her war against Texas, and which from 
negotiations now in prugress, there is reasonable hope, 
is about to be terminated. 

The sharp objection taken in the message to the pre- 


sumptuous intimation from the Mexican minister of fo-, 


reign affairs, that the passage of an act for the annexa- 
tion of Texas to this Union would lead to a declara- 
tion of war on the part of Mexico, chords much bet- 
ter with public feeling in this country, than a proposi- 
tion forthe annexation would have done, and furnishes 
an obvious inference that no such view was entertained 
hy the president. 

The treasury is represented as requiring for this year 


of coercion.’ This fiction had its origin in the fol-| two, and for next year four millions of dollars, in addi- 
crt pn. oo ae ep ace speculators for-| tion to the existing revenue, in order to meet the appro- 
WETSSS. 10'S: EPEROHANS. oh S28 rremagi gree name! yriations and expenses of those years. The president 
can be furnished, if required—some old Empresario | 





Nothing new from Spain. Considerable military move 
ments are taking place on the frontiers of Poland, and 
it is stated that the Emperor of Russia has manifest- 
ed his disapprobation of the revolution in Greece—his 
minister 1s recalled and a strong protest has been sent | 
to Athens. It is also stated that the minister from Prussia | 
has been recalled 

Nothing from China—but from India we have lamen- | 
table details of blood, assassination and treason, amongst | 
the natives. 


CONGRESS, The {House of Representatives, on | 
Thursday the 7th instant, proceeded to the election of | 
its printer. 


i 
‘ 





Mr. Cobb, ot Georgia, nominated Blair and 
Rives; Mr. Vance, of Obio, nominated Gales and Sea- | 
ton. ‘The vote resulied, for Blair and Rives 124, for) 
Gales and Seaton 62, for Jacob Gideon 1. Rutus C. | 
Lane, of Indiana, was elected Sergeant of Arms, by a 
vote of 128, to 56 for Mr. ‘Townsend the late incum- 
bent. 

For doorkeeper, Jesse E. Dow received 125 votes, 
against 56 for Joseph Follansbee, the late incumbent.— 
The selection of the several officers seems to have been 
determined by a strictly party vote. 

Mr. J Q. Adams presented the memorial of Mr. Botts, 
of Va., contesting the seat of J. W. Jones, the Speaker 
of the House. 

Mr. Newton presented the memorial of Mr. Goggin 
contesting the seatof Mr. Gilmer, all of Virginia. — 

In the Senate, D. G. Huger elected to fi!l the unex- 
pired term of J. .C. Calhoun, appeared, qualified, and 
took his seat. 

Nothing further of importance was transacted, and 
both houses adjourned over till Monday next. 

The vote in “Democratic” caucus for speaker of the 
house, we understand, stood: 


For John W. Jones, of Va. 7 
William Wilkins, of Peun. 15 
Dixon H. Lewis, of Ala. y 








FOREIGN ARTICLES. 





MEXICO. 

The New Orleans Tropic gives city of Mexico 
dates to the 11th ult. 

General Santa Anna has been elected president of 
the republic. He lately visited Vera Cruz and re- 
mained there a week. He is at Mango de Clava. 

The papers are engaged ina warm discussion res- 
pecting the Jaw prohibiting foreigners from carrying 








on the retail trade, and also as to the policy Santa 
Vor. XV.—Sig. 15. 


claims, with directions to ascertain their validity. — | MUS to suggest or recommend any measure to obviate 


The agent applied to Capt. Elliot, who took proper 
steps to ascertain from the Texian government 
whether the claims would be recognised. The reply | 
was positively in the negative; and it can be estab- | 
lished thatthe agents for the British claimants has 
since given it as his opinion, after considering all the 
circumstances of the case, that the claims were not 
worth a groat, and sothe matter rests. Of a piece} 
with these we venture to affirm, are all the “cock | 
and bull” stories with which the public mind has re- | 
cently been edified. [N. O. Tropic. 
The New Orleans Tropic, wilh whose Galveston | 
correspondence the story originated about England | 





| buying up president Houston, and taking Texas un-| packet from Bombay. 
| der its protection—which letter we published a short | for China direct, on board the Antelope. 


time since—states in a recent number, that it has | 
discovered the whole story to be without foundation. | 
[t is altogether a fabrication, without the least 


; 


| ground for its circulation. | 


CANADA. 

The Rochester Democrat thus speculates on the | 
probable course of things to follow the late Cabinet 
dissolution: 
“The Hon. Wma. Morais, a leading Tory, had. 
been sent for from Breckville, and it was generally | 
supposed that a new administration would be formed | 
under his auspices. This is the most important event | 
that has taken place since the union of the two pro- | 
vinces. The Tories are in ecstacies. They look | 


} 


upon this as the end of French influence, which has 


prevailed to such an extent since the union went into | 
operation. Most of the measures originated andj 


this estimated deficiency. Nor do we discover that he 
contemplates any retrenchments; none are suggested by 
him. On the contrary some retrenchments that were 
made by the last congress be disapproves of and recom 
mends that they be added again to the public charge,— 
the regiment of mounted Dragoons for instance. A line 
of military posts to the Oregon is also recommended. 


DIPLOMATIC, 

Letters from Mr. Cushing have been receivad, an- 
nouncing his arrival at Suez, where, on the 20th of 
September, be was waiting the arrival of the steam- 
Mr. Fletcher Webster sailed 





U. 8. CIRCUIT COURT: 

The U. States circuit court at New York com- 
menced its November session on the 27th ult. The 
True Sun says:—‘‘There is a calendar of very heavy 
cases, including some half dozen criminals who will 
be tried for their lives, three or four of whom, in all 
probability will suffer the highest penalties of the 
law.” 


DUTIES-SMUGGLING. 

By way of illustrating the impolicy of our du- 
ties upon the importation of Spanish cigars, a 
Boston advocate of ‘free trade” tells us—and a 
Baltimore editor copies and accompanies the article 
with Lalf a column of comment,—that ‘Contraband 
cigars, for instance, can be sold at a dollar or two 


matured by the reformers will fail if the Tories suc- | dollars less on the hundred than by the fair dealing 


ceed in establishing their power. The general am- 
nesty for political offences, contemplated by the late 
administration, will receive no favor at their hands. 
It remains to be seen whether their misrule will 
drive the people into rebellion again. Parliament 
will probably be dissolved, and a new general elec- 
tion ordered.” 

A Kingston correspondent of the Toronto Colonist 
ascribes the resignation of the Cabinet Ministers to a 
difference of opinion on the subject of Executive pa- 
tronage, the Governor General claiming the right to 
dispose of it at his own pleasure, and the Cabinet 
insisting on their right to at least an equal, if nota 
superior voice in its distribution. It is intimated, 
however, that a more important subject is involved— 
no less than the principle of responsible govern- 
ment—which, it is hinted Sir Charles Metcalfe is 
disposed to throw overboard as impracticable in a 
colony. 





/merchant.”” Now if we are not mistaken, the duty on 


| foreign cigars is but two dollars ona thousand. How a 


dollar or two per hundred is to be saved by having them 
smuggled—is the question? But this is the way peo- 
ple are gulled. 

INGENIOUS SMUGGLING. 

The New York American of the 27th ult. says: 
‘‘When the packet ship Utica was announced as be- 
low yesterday. the steamboat Hercules was sent to 
towherup. Mr. D. S. Crane,a Custom House in- 
spector, who was on board the steamboat, thinking 
that the conduct of one of the passengers in the ship 
was somewhat suspicious, communicated his impres- 
sions to the boarding officer, who caused the man to 
be searched, and succeeded in finding watches, 
spoons, and jewelry, concealed in bis boots and cloth- 


ing: 
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“A Mr. Gatz and wife, jewellers, of this city, 
came in the Utica as cabin pas-engers, and were ob- 
served, when the man was seized, to step into their 
state-room, which was immediately searched. An 
under-coat made for the purpose to fit the lady, was 
found, with fifty watches handsomely quilted in it, and 
also a shirt for a gentleman filled with watches, all 
belonging to Mr. Gatz. Their baggage was to be 
examined this morning.” 

The fact that watches, jewelry, and such light and 
valuable articles as can very easily be smuggled, are 
extensively smuggled whenever duties on them are 
so high as to make a successful adventure of that kind 
very profitanle, is so well known, that it was in com- 
pliance with the memorial of the jewellers of this 
country to Congress, that the duty on those articles 
were in the last tariff placed at a rate which would 
afford our workmen in that line a better chance for 
protection than the higher duties afforded them. It 
was this motive, and not as is frequently charged 
upon them, a preference for luxuries and fineries, 
which influenced Congress to fix the duty on those 
articles agreeably to the recommendation of the 
American manufacturers of the articles, at 12} per 
cent. on the foreign speculation, which is 7} per 
cent. less than the twenty per cent. horizontal 
duty that the opponents of the tariff contend ought 
to be levied upon everything. Now, notwithstand- 
ing this fact that the duty on those articles is but lit- 
tle over half of what it would have been under their 
proposition, yet Mr. Calhoun’s New York Free 
Trade organ, the Gazette, parades the above attempt 
at smuggling, under the blazing caption of—“Great 
SmuGGLING ON BOARD THE Utica—LgciTIMATE OP- 
ERATIONS OF A HIGH TARIFF!” 


OBSERVATORY. 


There are two observatories now in course of 
erection in the district of Columbia. One of these 
on Camp hill, in Washington, is being erected under 
the provisions of an act of congress, and is to be the 
home of the national observatory. ‘The other, situ- 
uted on one of the fine eminences on the left bank of 
the Potomac, to the west of Georgetown, is the pro- 
perty of Georgetown college. Both of these institu- 
tions are to be furnished with a number of valuable 
and costly instruments. 

Very valuable donations have recently been made 
to the cabinet of Georgetown college, by 
Keating, esq. of Philadelphia, and Edward Jennings, 
esq. of Baltimore. They consisted of a large col- 
Jection of ancient and modern medals and coins— 
Grecian, Asiatic, European, and American. The 
Jate Rev. Mr. Levins, of New York, bequeathed to 
the college his extensive collections of minerals and 
medals. { Balt. Amer. 





FLGUR TRADES. 

The following table presents the total number of 
barrels of flour exported from the United States in 
each year from 1835 to 1842. inclusive, with the aver- 
age price per barrel in each of those years: 


Year. No. barrels. Average price. 
1835 779.403 $5 67 
1336 O01, 926 7 00 
1537 313,581 9 40 
1838 438.444 8 00 
1839 393.613 7 50 
1840 1.893.121 5 37 
1842 1,516,817 5 12 


FLO.IDA. 

At the November term of the superior court for 
the southern district of Florida eight negroes were 
indicted for murder and robbery. They fled from 
St. Augustine some time past with a sailboat and 
went to Biscayne, Cape Florida, where they remain- 
ed some time, during which they entered the house 
of one Gereen, and in the presence of two children, 
the one tenand the other six years of age, took 
whatever they found and wanted, and then went 
away. Mr. Gereen, on his return, learning what 
had transpired, took his gun and pursued the negroes, 
and soon alter the children heard the report of guns. 
Mr. Gereen was afterwards found dead, having 
been shot. The negroes arrived safely at Nassau.— 
The authorities of Key West purpose demanding 
them of the British governor at Nassau, as fugitives 
from justice. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Major Long of the U. States topographical corps, 
whose attention has lately been directed to the action 
of the water on the Illinois shore of the Mississippi, 
opposite the mouth of the Missouri, has informed the 
editor of the St. Louis Era that the river has, within 
the last year, cut away two hundred yards of the 
bank, leaving only cne thousand yards to connect the 
Missi:sippi with the low grounds of Long Luke.— 


There are, besides, several ravines which head near- 
er, and into which the water from the river passed 
last spring, and by this channel to the lake. The 
editor of the Era remarks:— 

If this destruction of the bank should continue for 
two or three years, it is certain that so much of the 
water will pass into the lake as to inundate the whole 
American bottom, from its extremity at the mouth, 
to Kaskaskia. It will require very httle calculation to 
show that 200,000 acres of the richest land in the 
world will be thus Jost, for all purposes of cultiva- 
tion. and its injury to St. Louis will be incalculable. 
Communications during periods of high water, with 
the eastern section of Illinois, will be cut off, and the 
submersion of such an extent of country must be 
prejudicial to health. 


IOWA INDIANS. 
Eighteen Indians of the Jowa tribe—three chiefs, 


eight braves, two interpreters, and five squaws and 
papooses—arrived at Cincinnati, on Friday last, on 


their way to Washington, on business connected with 
their tribe. 


WASHINGTON’S LEWEE. 
Mr. Jefferson relates, on the authority of Tobias 


Lear, the President’s secretary, the following anec- 
dote: 





“General Washington had yielded a slow assent 
to the introduction of levees, and that it was finally | 
left to Col. Humphreys and others, to settle the! 
forms. Accordingly, an antechamber and presence | 
room were provided; and, when those who were to| 
pay their court were assembled, the President set. 
out, preceded by Humphreys. After passing through | 
the antechamber, the door of the inner was thrown | 
open, and Humphreys entered first, calling out with | 
a loud voice—* The President of the United States! | 
The President was so much disconcerted by this silly | 
parade, that he did not recover himself the whole, 
tame of the levee; and when the company was gone, | 
he said to Humphreys—‘*Well, you have taken me} 
in once, but by Heaven you shali never take me ina 


es | 
second time.” — Tucker's Life of Jefferson. 





AMERICAN MANUFACTURES. | 


\ 





The London correspondent of the New York | 
| Tribune writes:—For some years a certain style of | 
American printed cottons, as well as 44 sheetings, | 
|have been imported regularly from Boston to this) 
|country for the East India trade, and a merchant of 
| great distinction tells me the amount is considerable. | 
| These goods have been imitated here, and counter-| 
feit tiekets and marks put upon them to make them) 
as near like the American as possible; but the “In-. 
_dians” soon detected the deception, and now they 

| will only buy the goods of such parties as can be re- 

jhedon. The explanation is this: the goods, «hite 

|or colored, were wanted for robes. and the Amerj- 

cans use much better cotton than the English for 

that quality (size) of yarn; the manufacturers will 

not pul as good cotton into coarse goods as we do; 
but they size strongly to compiete the deception, and 

in cuarse goods they use poorer colors., The ditlerence 

in wear soon told the story. A great fuss was madea 

short time since about the Americans stealing their 

stamps and styles in a case when a large J6t of these 

very goods belonging to Barings were seized because 

the pieces were stamped “Stark Mills, Manchester, 

N.H.;” but when they found there were no “Stark 

Mills” in Manchester, and that ‘““*N. H.” meant’ 
New Hampshire, they let go, but still insisted that 

Manchester was a fraud, as we had norightto such 
a name. 


} 
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MANUFACTURING AT THE SOUTH 

It must be gratifying to every lover of the peace 
and unity of the country to know that manufactures 
of var.ous kinds, are springing up in the South: for 
when the South shall be engaged in this branch of 
industry, as the North is, she will have the same in-; 
terests, and will look upon a protective tariff with | 
favor and not with hostility. The bands of the Union 
will be usultiplied. We take from a New York pa- 
per this statement of the present condition of manu-| 
factures at the South. 

The single state of North Carolina has 25 cotton ' 
factories in active operation, employing a cupital of 
$1,050,000, giving employment to 1,20U people. 

The state of Virginia is only a little’ behind Mas-. 
sachusetts in the amount of capital employed in do- 
mestic industry. She has advantages unequalled by 
any other state inthe Union. ‘The raw material her 
manufactories convert into valuable articies of mer- 
chandise, is raised on her soil; cotton, iron, hemp, 
lead and wool are there produced in great abundance. 
The quality and extent of her tobacco crop is not 
surpassed in any single state in the Union, a great 
per cent. of which is wanufactured mtu chewing to- 
bacco in the immediate vicinity of its production.— 





/a commercial emporium. 
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Her cotton factories consume 15,000 bales of cotton 
annually. 

The total capital invested in the more important 
maoufactures of Richmond. is about $5 000 000. 

The town of Petersburg has eight cotton manu- 
facturing establishments now in full operation. She 
has also three flouring mills, a paper mill, a woollen 
factory, &c., with a fixed capital of near $1,000,000 
in cotton manufactories, $125,000 in flouring mills 
and $1.000,000 in tobacco manu factories. ‘ 

Wheeling, with a population of over 10,000 inhab- 
itants, has about 136 establishments for the manu- 
facture of domestic goods—raising annually 1,243. 
000 bushels coal, and giving employment to more 
than 1,700 persons, yielding an annual product worth 
$2,000,000. Her chief manufactures are iron cast- 
ings, bar iron, and glass. Near Wheeling, and in the 
vicinity of Richmond, 7,000,000 bushels of coal are 
raised annually. Near Richmond alone, the quanti- 
ty raised exceeds 5,000,000 bushels. 

The small town of Fredericksburg has several iron 
and woollen manufactories, which with flouring and 
other mills, employ a capital of about $250,000. 

Lynchburg. This large and flourishing town, with 
near 7,000 inhabitants, is a place of large operations 
in the manufacture of tobacco, iron, flour, cotton, 
&c., amounting to several millions of dollars annu- 
ally. Inthe four principal towns of the state, more 


than $11,000,000 are employed, that use up millions 


upon millions of produce, not only in the establish- 
ments themselves, in the raw material, but in the 
consumption of agricultural products, by the thou- 
sands of individuals engaged in them. The west is 
rapidly approaching the same condition. In that sec- 
tion, individuals are obliged to contend single handed 
with all the difficulties arising from the want of capi- 
tal, and the absence of markets, 





TRADE OF THE GREAT CITIES. 

The trade of New Orleans is increasing with great 
rapidity, and that city bids fair to rival New York as 
Already,in the amount 
of exports, New Orleans is the superior. During 
nearly the whole of the last ten years, they have ex- 
ceeded by about fifty per cent. those of N. York, as 
is shown by the following table: 


New Orleans. New York 


1828 $10 163,342 $12.362.015 
1832 14,105. 118 15 057,215 
1833 16,133 457 15,411,206 
1835 31 265,015 21 707,867 
1837 31,546,275 16,093.969 
1839 30,995,936 23,296,905 
1341 32,865 618 24 277,608 


In 1841, the exports from the two ports of New 
Orleans and Mobile amounted together to near forty- 
four millions, while during the same year the ex- 
ports from the whole union were a little less than 
one hundred and fourteen millions—thus the ex- 
ports from those two southern cities were considera- 
bly more than a third of the whole. During the 
sane year, the exports from the ports of N. York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, were forty-one mil- 
linus, being in round numbers less by three millions 
than those trom the two ports of New Orleans and 
Mobile. ‘This excess of exports over the principal 
cities on the Atlantic is annually increasing at an 
accelerated ratio. { Bicknell's Reporter. 

FREE TRADE REASONING. 

{f a duty were laid upon Indian corn or pork, 
none of either being imported into this country, it is 
plain that no enhancement of price would follow. 
The duty would be a nominal thing, of no account in 
any way. 

But, says the anti-tariff man, with an oracular dog- 
matism worthy the annunciation of an axiom— 
‘‘When the duty prevents an article from being im- 
ported, which but for the duty would be imported, then 
the duty enhances the price.” Now, says the Jour- 
nal of Commerce, fire away at this target! 

Facts, we presume, will make very good shot to 
demolish a theory with. We take a single ball, and 
using a tolerable rifle, aim directly at the bull’s eye. 
The following is quoted from the Providence Journal 
of Tuesday, the 28th ult. 

‘Muslin de Laines.—The manufacture of this arti- 
cle has been introduced in this country with great 


' success, and gives assurance of taking an important 


rank among the productions of our industry. Messrs. 
Jacob Dunnell & Co. who have always been distin- 
guished for taste, skill, and judicious enterprise, 
have lately sent to marketsome specimens of muslin 
de laines, which are pronounced equal to any im- 
ported, and which, when they come to be submil- 
ted to the fair and ultimate judges in such matters, 
will be found perfectly satisfactory in texture, !n 
brilliancy of the colors, and in the taste displayed in 
the patterns. We learn that, at first, Messrs. Dun 
nell & Co. imported the grey cloths; but since @ pro- 
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tective duty has been imposed upon them, the manu- 
facture has been so much encouraged in this coun- 
try, that the same quality of domestic manufacture 
can be bought cheaper than the foreign, and cheaper 
than the foreign was before the duty. Thus have two 
jmportant branches of industry, the manufacture 
and the printing of muslin de laines, been introduced 
and successfully prosecuted. Weshall soon be able 
to supply ourselves with this article of extensive use. 
Our own mechanics and artisans will receive the 
wages which have been paid to foreigners, and the 
farmer will find an increased market for his produc- 
tions.” 

The fallacy of the anti-tariff reasoning lies in this, 
that they count as nothing the industry, ingenuity, 
enterprise, and available resources of our own coun- 
trymen. With respect to an article in which these 
items cannot be brought into play, the position ofjthe 
free importation advocate is good. Thus if heavy 
duties were laid upon tea, the culture of which is 
impossible in this country, the price of the article 
would be enhanced. It would not follow that the 





price must be enhanced to the full amount of the 
duty; because that assumption would imply that the 
foreign grower could not abate the smallest fraction 
from the price which he now gets when there is no 
duty; it would also imply a continuance of the same 
amount of consumption. If the foreign producer 
could submit to a reduction for the sake of obtaining 
sales he would bear part of the tax imposed by the 
duty; and if the duty were so high as to impair mate- 
rially the ability of consumers. to buy, the price 
would not go beyond a certain point, no matter how 
high the duty might be. 

But the protective principle has no reference—not 
the least—to duties of this kind. Wiatha discrimi- 
nating eye it looks abroad over the land, and wher- 
ever it finds the elements of a great national interest 
with capabilities for its development, it pauses there, 
hovers over the precious germ, and by its fostering 
care quickens its growth and rears it into strength. 
it does not seek to transplant exotics and to force 
them into a feeble existence, but to cultivate the na- 
tive plants that they may become hardy, vigorous, and 
fruitful in their own soil. 

Thus we have rich and vast deposites of iron ore 
in almost every part of the country. Here then is a 
basis for a great interest—an ample field for industry. 
Why should we pay large sums annually to the iron 
manufacturers of Kngland and Wales, Sweden and 
Russia, for indispensable supplies of this useful me- 
tal? By imposing duties on the foreign article we do 
not permanently enhance the price. The effect will: 
be to transfer our workshops from Europe to our 
own country—to have our supplies furnished by our 
own artizans—to rear up mining and manufacturing 
towns in our own vallies by the side of our swiftly 
running streams; making available the forces of na- 
ture which else would expend themselves idly-— 
making available, too, the rich material furnished 
by nature, which else would lie useless in the bosom 











of the earth. Nor will the effect cease within the 
particular limits of the iron interest; for with every | 
new establishment or town springing up in an ironor 
coal region a market will be opened for the farmers 
of the neighborhood, and the value of their lands 
will be enhanced by their contiguity to such market. 


These are plain views. Jf iron, like tea, were the 
product of one particular country or district, and 
could be found no where else; if it were utterly out 
of the question for us by any efforts to produce it at 
home—then the imposition of a duty on it would en- 
hance the price, and in a protective point of view it 
would be absurd to impose a duty. Yet every body 
knows that this is not the case. The raw material 
1s scattered so profusely throughout the Union that 
there is no doubt whatever of our being able, by and 
by, to supply cur own wants from our own resources. 
The same profuse abundance must prevent any mo- 
nopoly at home in respect to this interest. Look at 
the article of nails, and see how domestic industry 
and domestic competition have brouyht down the 
price. So will it be with every article throughout 
the manufacturing variety included in the iron ma- 
nufacture. 

And as to the concern which the farmers have in 
the protective system, let us imagine that Pittsburg 
and Pottsville, which are mainly sustained by the 
iron and coal interest, were destroyed—would the 
lands in the vicinity of those flourishing cities be as 
valuable as they are now! If by a substantial and 


climate, or mineral deposites. When the raw mate- 
rial is at hand in abundance, the only question is, 
shall it be adapted to use by our own industry or by 


that of the workmen of other countries?—Ballimore 
American. 


THE NAVY. 

We learn says the New Orleans Courier, from an 
authentic source that all the officers of the navy on 
leave of absence, have received orders to repair 
without delay to the northern ports and report them- 
selves. This movement, so sudden and unexpected 
to the persons concerned, has given rise to many and 
diverse commentaries. It is presumed that these or- 
ders are general and embrace all the officers belong- 
ing to the service now on leave. 


Tue Streamer Missouri. The barque Pons arrim 
ved at Philadelphia on the 4th inst., from Gibraltar 
with Lieutenant Blunt, Midshipman Pringle, Dr. 
McLanahan, Engineer Davis, and twenty-eight sea- 
men, part of the crew of the unfortunate steamer 
Missouri, and also a portion of her materials.— 


The following advertisement appears in the Gibral- 
tar Chronicle: 


—. 


would be of no force. It ean constitulionally estab- 
lish post roads, but it cannot make canals. When that 
instrument was under discussion in the Convention 
by which it was formed, it is said that that illus- 
trious philosopher and statesman, Dr. Franklin, pro- 
posed to add to the clause, ‘‘ Congress shall. have power 
lo establish post offices and post roads,” AND TO MAKE 
caNAL8, but that his motion was rejected by a con- 
siderable majority. What absurdity then to suppose 
that Congress, with this fact before its eyes, could 
appropriate funds for making a canal in [Ilinois, or 
Pennsylvania, without flagrantly violating the con- 
stitution which it is sworn to support. It is idle in 
the extreme for the bondholders of the individual 
States to expect any action favorable to their wishes 
from the “‘Unirep Srares.” None can ever legiti- 
mately proceed from that quarter. The constitution 
utterly precludes the possibility of such an occur- 
rence. It is the policy, to say nothing of its duty, of 
the General Government to preserve the rights of 
the states. The Senate of the United States derives 
its existence immediately from the State Legisla 
tures; and the popular branch of Congress and the 
President are elected under their cantrol. As has 





The consul of the United States of America will 
receive tenders from such responsible persons as may 
be desirous of entering into a contract to fish up in a 
given time, the cannun, machinery and remains of 
the American steam frigate in this bay, and so land 
or tranship the same in the bay as may be required 

The U.S. sloop ot war Fairfield sailed from Gib- 
raltar on the 18th of October. 

The U.S. schooner Flirt arrived at Vera Cruz on 


the 4th ult., from Galveston, to which port she was 
soon to return. 














STATES OF THE UNION. 
DEBTS OF THE STATES. 
Extract from a letter of a European correspondent, pub- 
lished in the Richmond Enquirer. 

Each of the states nas something—a great deal, in- 
deed—(except Mississippi), to show the money bor- 
rowed; but if they had profligately scattered every 
dollar to the four winds; if they had nota mile of 
internal improvement within their limits; if the en- 
lire capital which they invested had been sunk, they 
could, without subjecting themselves to a burthen- 
some taxation, in a year or two, pay al] demands 
against them. Look at the crop of 1842, of the 
nineteen indebted states. They produced 713,000,000 
bushels of grain—enough to furnish every living 
mortal on the face of the earth with a bushel each; 
891,000,000 lbs. of cotton—a sufficiency when ma- 
nufactured to afford a change of apparel to the whole 
human family; and 255,000,000 Ibs. of tobacco—an 
abundance for the lovers of that indispensable luxury 
throughout the world! This is the best of evidence 





been seen, the Constitutions of the separate States 
determine the qualifications of citizens 21 years of 
age exercising the right of suffrage. 


Although the general government cannot make it- 
self responsible for the public debt of Louisiana, if 
a war were waged against that state, if the metropo- 
lis of it were beseiged by a foreign enemy on account 
of its indebtedness, the course which it would pursue 
is not at all unquestionable. The constitution de- 
clares that the “United States shall protect them (the 
states) from invasion,” and for this purpose, it has 
the power to order troops from the most remote point 
intheunion. The states are as free to make contracts 
as cities, or the individuals by whom they are form- 
ed; and it would be a solecism in the established 
usages of the civilized world for an European credi- 
tor to call upon his government to take possession of 
the estate of a deLtor, in one of the states, vi ef armis. 
The creditor must Jook for coercive means to the 
laws of the country, wherein the debtor resides. 
To recover the sums loaned the states, there is no 
legal power, nor can the default of any one or the 
| whole of them, in their state capacity, be justly made 
| & casus belli against the “* United States.” ‘The ‘‘moral” 
| obligation, therefore, is all that the creditor can rely 
upon for the security of his investments in stocks.— 
If the Americans are indeed, what they are repre- 
sented to be, by a portion of the stamped sheets of 
England, exciting wherever they go the recollection 
that they belong toa dishonest people, deficient in 
the elements of good faith, committing the most stu- 
pendous frauds, pillaging Europe etc., etc., not a 
dollar of the vast sums they owe will ever be liquida- 
ted. If they are destitute of honor, if they merit 
the opprobrious epithets so unceasingly bestowed up- 








that they can pay, and that they wii pay to the ‘‘ut- 


on them, however extended their ability, payment 


termost farthing.” They are industrious, they are | could not be expected. New Hampshire, Connecti- 
frugal, and their fertile fields will soon liquidate | cut, Vermont, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, 


cious metals. To be used in the purchase of their 
staples, 22,000,000 dollars were received at New 
York, New Orleans, and other ports between the Ist 
of January and 5th of May. It may be said, that 
1842 was peculiarly seasonable; but let it be remark- 
ed, that it was rendered doubly so by the care and 
energy of the cultivators of the soil. A similar re- 
sult will be witnessed again this year. Whatever 
may be the “Crop Crouking” there is no general 
CROP FAILURE in the United States as long as the 
hoe’s edge is sharp, and the ploughshare free from 
rust. When the earth is faithfully drawn upon, it 
never suffers a bill to be dishonored, particularly in 
a country of such vast dimensions and with so di- 
vesified a climate as that embraced within the boun- 
daries of the American republic. But, in addition 
to their agricultural resources, the states have others 
of great magnitude: their iron, lead, gold, and coal 
mines—salt and other mineral springs—their com- 
merce and manufactories. 

An impression prevails in Europe, in certain quar- 
ters, that the General Government can, constitution- 
ally, assume the debts of the States. This belief is 
predicated upon the provision that it made for the 
payment of their debts, in 1790, occasioned by the 





revolutionary war. Jn the struggle for indepen- 








dence, the states contributed freely, and as it was in 


| support of a national object, it was obligatory on the 


permanent protective system we could build up such | General Government to reinstate their credit at the 


a city as Pittsburg in the coal and iron region of Al-| earliest convenient moment. 


legany county, 


Congress superintends 


would it be of no service to the agri-| the netional interests of the Union. Local concerns 
culturists of Western Mary!and? 


Would it not be a! 


valuable addition tothe wealth of the State? 
What has been here said with reference to coal 


and iron may be applied to every other interest in 
which domestic industry is concerned, and of which 


he basis is furnished by the natural means of soil, 


are left to the State Legislatures. The powers of 


| the former are exercised most in time of war; those 


of the latter in time of peace. Congress cannot ex- 
tend its influence or agency, to any interests except 
those that are strictly national. Its powers are enu- 
merated, and any act beyond the pale of its duties 





their debts. They are draining Europe of the pre- | North Carolina, which owe not one dollar, are de- 


|nounced as swindlers! New York, Massachusetts, 

Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
souri, Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, which have 
maintained their credit at all times, and under all cir- 
cumstances, are denounced as swindlers! Even the 
nation itself, which, since the adoption of the con- 
stitution, has paid funded debts to the amount of 500,- 
000,000 dollars, without ever having suffered a solita- 
ry obligation, however large,or however small the amount, 
to be dishonored, is assailed in the malignity ofa fiend- 
ish spirit, as “being guilty of a fraud, as enormous as 
ever disgraced the worst king of the most degraded 
nation in Europe.” Wherefore this groundless abuse? 
Because out of the white population of 14,595,000, 
some 300,000 are repudiators—not of the national 
debt—but of a portion of the debt of the state to 
which they belong; and because the sovereign states 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Arkansas, have failed to provide their interests regu- 
larly, although manifesting a determination to pay by 
the sale of their public works, (and other means,) 
the advantages of which are as yet but merely in 
embryo. 

The combined powers of Europe with all the in- 
fluence they could bring to bear—with the purse and 
the swords, united—would be unable to get the lia- 
bilities of the states assumed by the generai govern- 
ment, even if such a measure were palpably consti- 
tutional. It could not descend from its high position 
to sanction a doctrine so unprincipled. Assumption 
is the twin-sister of repudiation, and is alike destitute 
of moral and political chastity. The odject of one 
is to get rid of debts, by imposing payment on a par- 
ty not benefitted by their creation, and the other, by 
totally disavowing the force of their obligation. If 
we were driven to the alternative, of choosing he 
tween these detestable heresies, we should unhest 
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tatingly select repudiation, for, although it wouid be 
swindling on a magnificent scale, it would not be 
more so in the end than assumplion, which, with its 


attendant evils, would inevitaby Jead to the dissolu- 


tion of the Union: No nation could survive the 
adoption of a project so wholly unjust. It would 
be one of the most despotic governmental acts that 
the world ever witnessed. [t has been shown in 
this communization that the current expenses for the 
support of local institutions are diflerent in all the 
states. The government of New Hampshire with a 
population of 287,000 is administered for 50,000 
dollars, while that of Louisiana with a population of 
372,900 requires 690,000 dollars for its support.— 
What kind of justice would that be which would 
compel economical New Hampshire to pay the debts 
of extravagant Louisiana? The annual exports of N. 
_ Hampshire do not exceed 500,000 dollars while those 
of Louisiana amount to not Jess than 15,000,000 dol- 
Jars. Therefore, in the former state, economy is in- 
dispensable, while the Jatter can afford to pay her 
public servants high salaries. 


Whatever may be said on this side of the Atlantic 
derogatory to the reputation of the American repub- 
lic, it nevertheless is in the “full tide of successful 
experiment.”’ There never has been a period since 
the earliest date of als existence, when confidence at 
home in its perpetuity was more unbounded. As 
an evidence of this, its six per cent. stocks are com- 
manding a premium of sixteen per cent. It owes, 
comparatively speaking, no debt—absolutely none, 
but what is held by its own citizens; while its annual 
expenditures have been reduced within the compass 
of 23,000,000 dollars!! 


Mark the prediction. The last cent of principal — 
the Jast cent of inreresr—will be paid on the bonds 
issued by thestates. Stocks are daily changing own- 
ers— passing from foreigners to citizens. ‘lhe secu- 
rities of the different commonwealths ultimately will 
be owned at home, which will tend to strengthen 
those issuing them. It isnot at all improbable, but 


that there will be constitutional prohibitions against | 


the creation of funded debts. The question is alrea- 
dy agitated in Virginia, Massachusetts, New York, 
and elsewhere. It is undoubtedly their true policy 
not to invite a dollar from abroad, except that which 
their surplus products command. ‘They are empha- 
tically “‘agriculturists;” 4,000,000 of persons are en- 
gaged in this branch of industry, while in all others 
Jess than 1,000,000 find employment. ‘Their march 
to durable wéalth will be onward as long as they 
continue to cultivate the soil faithfully. M. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 

Banks. There are 103 banks is this state, of which 
24 are in Boston. The capitals of the latter amount 
to $17,110,000. Specie in their vaults on the Ist 
August last, $6,632,540 55. Circulation $4,116,586. 

‘ne following are the exhibits of all the banks of 
the state as of Ist August, 42843. 

Due from the 103 banks: 

Capital stock paid in 

Bills in circulation of five dollars and 
upwards, 

Bills in circulation of less than five 
dollars, 

Net profits on hand, 

Balance due to other banks, 


Cash deposited, including all sums 
whatsoever, due from the banks 
not bearlng interest, its bills in cir- 
culation, profits and balances due 

_ to other banks excepted, 

Cash deposited bearing interest 

Total amount due from the banks, 

RESOURCES OF THE BANKS. 

7,238,815 69 
1,181,886 38 


$31,089,800 00 
7,871,567 50 


1,347,700 00 
2,312,366 59 
8,195,813 43 


714,597 13 


Specie, 

Real estate, 

Bills of other banks incorporated in 
this state, 

Bills of other banks incorporated 
elsewhere, 

Balances due from other banks, 


Amount of ail debts due, including 
notes, bills of exchange, and all 
stocks and funded debts of every 
description, except the balances 
due from other banks, 

Total amount of the resources of the 
banks, 

Rate and amount of the semi-annu- 
al dividend made in April, 

Amount of reserve profits at the 
time of declaring the last dividend, 

Amount of debts due to each bank, 
secured by pledge of its stock, 

Amount of debts due and unpaid, 

and consitered doubtful, 


1,849,211 95 


144,631 15 
8,230,595 88 


42,993,291 92 
61,745,722 97 
1,240,540 00 
1,533,069 28 
837,841 31 
954,521 90 





10,213,887 92) . 
| ment, he very properly objected to pay more than one 

61.745.732 97) filth of what he had taken and gave them certificates 
hiker | of debt, (an admission of theft) for a fraction of their 


A writer in the Jast number of Hunt’s Merchants’ 
Magazine makes the following statements: 
_ “Though the seventh state in the union in point of 
population, she is shown to be the first in manufac- 
tures, the annual product of which is eighty-six mil- 
lions of dollars! The second stale in commerce, she 
has more tonnage than any other in the union, and 
even owns 71,200 tons shipping more than New York, 
which shows that her Yankee enterprise performs a 
large share of the carrying trade of her sister states. 
She not only owns more shipping than any other 
state, but she is to a considerable extent the shipyard 
and the shipwright of the whole country, and she 
furnishes more than twice as many registered seamen 
as any other state. Her fisheries are equal in amount 
to the rest of the union, and she has more than three- 
fourths of all the whale fishery. As a home market, 
her importance is shown by the fact that she con- 
sumes of the produce of other states more than forty 
| millions of dollars annually, being equal to one-half 
of the average domestic exports of the United States, 
‘if we except manufactures. Her three thousand 
common schools, herannual appropriation of near a 
| million ef dollars for the education of her children, 
her asylums and numerous other benevolent state in- 
/Stitutions, are justly made to magnify the honor and 
Character of the commonwealth.” 





| CONNECTICUT. 
| Bridgeport appears to be truly in hot water. The 
eaty borrowed $300,000 to aid the construction of the 
Jousatonic rail road, which rail road has not been 
of so great benefit to said city as was expected; 
| wherefore the city does not pay either principal or 
| interest of its debt, and the road it is feared, must 
be sold to pay its debt, leaving Bridgeport minus her 
_whole 300,000. The bond-holders sue for their pay 
and attach public and even private property. ‘The su- 
preme court of the state will soon be called to de- 
_cide whether private property can be holden for the 
city’s obligations. [New York Tribune. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
From the Philadelphia North American. 
Aw ANSWER TO THE LETTER OF THE Rey. Syp- 
NEY SMITH, OF ENGLAND. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 24, 1843. 
Reverend and Dear Sir: Your interesting favor in 
reference to American debt, was duly received by the 
Caledonia, and has been carefully perused by a num- 
_ ber of those for whose benefit it was specially intend- 
,ed. The meekness and gentleness of the reproofs 
| you administer, and the kind spirit which pervades it, 
; are certainly no more than could be expected from 
one in direct succession from the Apostles; and op- 
posed as we ‘drab colored men of Pennsylvania” are, 
toa hireling priesthood, we are so thoroughly cenvinc- 
ed of the disinterestedness of your views, and their 
freedom from any mercenary cousideration, that we 
embrace an early opportunity of testifying our admi- 
|ration of them. But “measured truth” compels us 
| to say thatthe examples of our forefathers have ever 
‘exerted a powerful and saiutary influence on our 
| course in pecuniary affairs, and lessons imbibed from 
_our good mother England, have not so soon lost their 
| power, as to Jead us in the face of all precedent and 
justice, to pay our debts. 
| In the time of Charles I], when he seized upon the 





j 
| 


_ deposits in the royal mint for a piratical outfit against 
the Dutch, defrauding the owners of 2,800,0001, did 
, he after that successful and original financial project 


- 


ignobly repay his plunder? On the contrary he 
bravely contested the matter, andafter the plunder- 
ed had carried up their complaint, even to parlia- 


claim, witha promise of interest, if convenient.— 
This interest he had paid until the year before his 
death, when payment was stopped, and the parlia- 
ment not feeling sufficient interest in the matter, a suit 





was brought by theereditors who after 12 vears delay, 
obtained a judgment (1697) against the crown— 
which was set aside by Somers, Lord Chancellor.— 
On an appeal to the house of lords, this decree was 
reversed; but again an act of parliament reduced the 
interest to 3 per cent. and made the whole amonnt 
3.523,5691, subject to redemption on the payment of 
664,263. We also find that in 1717, the interest oy 
the public debt was reduced from 6 to 5 per cent. 

In 1727 - “« 3 to 4 per cent. 

ln 1757 s. 2s = 
And at last, by this process, was reduced £1,266,971 
6s 113d per annum. 

Or if more frequent instances of the financial skill 
of the mother country are desired showing how suc- 
cessful has been our imitation, we need not only 
refer to the forced Joans under Richard Ceeur de Lion: 

To King John, whose reign was one scene of fraud 
and extortion from the Jews and the clergy: 





To King Edward. who seized indiscriminately upon 
money in the monasteries, and robbed the merchants 
and banks—selling even the goods of his subjects: 


To Henry VIII, who debased the coin of the realm 
and made current, by proclamation, gold and silver 
at enhanced prices—enforcing loans according to the 
wealth of the lender, who was obliged to reveal it 
under oath: 

To the act abolishing all debts incurred from his 
accession, and even compelling those whom he had 
paid to refund in whole or in part: 

To the reign of Edward VI. during which the coin 
was again debased. 

To the compulsory loans under Mary, who seized 
all the grain in the counties of Suffolk and Norfolk, 
without recompense. 

To the forced loans under Charles I. and though 
last, not least, to the legalized suspension of the bank 
of England for twenty years, when her notes, though 
greatly depreciated, were made a legal tender for the 
paymentof debts, and when creditors abroad suffered 
equally with those at home. 


Now, should we in the face of a parent’s example, 
and when we find it particularly inconvenient, pay the 
whole of owr interest? Assuredly not. In England, 
money 1s only worth two per cent, and you want us 
to pay five. But with a magnanimijty surpassed only 
by our ‘‘mother country we have given you a promise 
to nay it, which has been worth in the market near 
three per cent more than you could get at home, to 
gay nothing of increasing the debt and thus ‘‘consoli- 
dating the union.” Indeed having early learned 
from the example of our good mother, that a nation- 
al debt is a national blessing, we hope in time to do 
something worthy of her example, though the goal 
now at which she has arrived, is to usa “bright unat- 
tainable star” 

We rejoice to hear that you areno enemy to Amer- 
ica, and that your love tous is based upon our re- 
spect for pounds, shillings, and pence—such love in 
you will be permanent. Nor do we wonder that you 
hate fraud; with such instances at home on your 
right hand and your left; or misery which is experienc- 
‘ed daily 1m consequence of the oppressive character of 
your laws and the grasping propensities of your 
rulers. 

Above all we adinire the piety of your appeal to 
Mercury the God of thieves, whom you appear to con- 
sider a kind of patron saint, and who we hope may 
be able to assist you in‘the inclination you avow, to 
appropriate the beaver, coat, watch and purse, of 
every American traveller whom you may see ata 
| London dinner. Atl these facts are well calculated 
to increase the respect and esteem we feel for you 
as a chrisiian minister and asa gentleman. Now, 
sir, having no inclination to imitate the flippancy 
and falsehood of your abuse, we would ask you—How, 
as €2 man, a minister, or a christian you dare to revile 
the character—to wound the feelings, and to calum- 
niate the conduct of hundreds, nay thousands of men 
—who, despite your arrogant accusations, are more 
honest, more patriotic, more self-denying, and infinite- 
ly more likely at least to receive an incorruptible 
inheritance than yourself. How can you ignorant of 
facts and circumstances. include in one sweeping con- 
demnation of scoundrelism and rascality, those who 
are called by the name which you profess to honor, 
or those before whom you would sink into the earth, 
rather than utter such reproaches in their hearing? 


We know not one dollarof tax which has been 
withheld by any inhabitant of our state who is able to 
pay it; and we have cheerfully and regularly contri- 
buted whatever the legislature has imposed for the 
payment of interest, the support of schools, &c., and 
we have yet to feel that the dealings of providence 
with acountry where millions have been ruined—all 
business prostrated—causing the cessationof income 
on our public works, while their expenses are neces- 
sarily the same—are to be changed intoa crime on 
our part by any remarks from your pen. 

Nor has the money borrowed been expended, as 
| you falsely assert, by the mean men of Pennsylvania, 
jin eatang and drinking; nor has it been expended in 
bloody warfare, nor in carrying out the promptings 
of wicked ambition, nor in oppressing the poor Sand- 
wich Islander, nor in forcing opium upon the Chinese 
and protecting the worse than pirates who carry 
death along their shures, nor in plundering the na- 
tives of Hindostan, so long weighed down by the ty- 
ranny of England, nor in builiing royal stables, while 
(he poor_are starving and uneducated. 

It has all—all gone into the construction of works 
of public inprovement, sanctioned by men of educa- 
cation, experience, and science, and in every instance 
only where a sullicient income has been expected to 
repay the outlay. It has been expended that man- 
kind might be benefitted, thatthe vast bounds of our 
country might be brought nearer by the facilities of 
intercourse; and you know, or should have known, 
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when tempted by love of money, so evidently your 
innate, your ruling passion,—that which was the 
security upon which the loan was based; and that to 
it you must look for payment. Yet now you would 
(how like the servant whose debt was forgiven?) take 
us by the throat and say pay that thou owest—us who 
never had one word to say in the incurring of that 
debt—us who have each but one voice in any measure 
for the payment of thatdebt—us who have paid all 


we ought to pay—and expect by a flood of Billings- | 
gate, creditable only toa female fish dealer, to induce , 


intelligent men to do what they are all willing to do 
and all anxious to do. 

Were you, sir, as familiar w 
your christian duties as you would appear to be with 
scrip and omnium—Rothschild and Baring—gin sling 
and sherry cobbler—cash and cotton—all so appro- 
priately introduced into your letter, you would per- 
haps disedver the charity which thinketh no evil, 
suflereth long, and is not easily provoked, might be 
much more applicable to human nature im Pennsyl- 
vania, than the term of christian to yourself. You 
falsely assert that the poor have not received any part 
of their claims. All loan holders owning sums less 
than five hundred dollars, have been regularly paid 
their interest in specie; and while we neither wish to 
justify any departure from a punctual payment on 
the whole debt, nor to assert that under circumstances 
which did not exist the interest might not always have 
been paid—we deny thatany discrimination has been 
made which was not fully warranted by a regard to 
the best interest ofall concerned. The recent rise in 
Pennsylvania loans has, however, no doubt ere this 


pect of again touching your interest, has relieved the 
anguish of your spirit, and we doubt not an opportu- 
nity willere long be affurded you, ofa fair sale of 
your interest in this wretched country, and you be 
enabled once more to repose in peace on the security 
afforded by the consolidated knavery of successive 
monarchs—every quotation of which may serve to 
remind you of broken promises, reduced interest, and 
wrong and oppression to all mankind;—for such has 
been the course of England from her rise, and such 
it will be until her downfall. 

Butonce more. Has Pennsylvania done nothing to 
retrieve her position? is the payment of near two 
millions of domestic creditors scrip nothing? the pay- 
ment of $50,000 per month of her relief issues noth- 
ing? the reduction of her expenses §280,000.per annum 
nothing? while we feel deep regret thatal} has not been 
dune, which we think might have been done, we still 
believe that a great work has been accomplished to- 


wards the ultimate capability of the state to meet her | 


interest also. That is now before us; the way is elear 
for it, and notwithstanding the falsehood and reproach 
of the ‘‘wilty divine,” the “drab colored men” will 
proceed calmly to discharge their duties to their God 
and their country, in the best manner that they can 
under the situation in which his providence has placed, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


MARYLATTD. 

Jupictat pecrsion- We learn from the Cambridge 
Chronicle that Dorchester county court recently 
made an important decision respecting the state in- 
solvent laws. In the protracted trial of Willoughby 
vs. Manning, many points of interest were brought 
before the court for their action. Among others the 
question, whether the general bankrupt law super- 
seded and repealed the insolvent Jaws of the state 
and whether a discharge under the latter during the 
operation of the former was void. The eourt deci- 
ded that the insolvent laws of the state were repeal- 
ed by the bankrupt law, and consequently after its 
passage and during its operation all discharges under 
the state laws were nuli and void 





VIRGINIA. 

The General Assembly of Virginia commenced 
its annual session at Richmond on Monday last. In 
the Senate, Edward P. Scott was appointed Speaker 
Without opposition, and Joel Holleman was elected 
Speaker of the House of Delegates. With the ex- 
ception of the Clerk of the Senate, whose appoint- 
ment was postponed, the old officers attached to both 
Houses were re-elected. But little other business 
was done besides the reading of the Governor’s mes- 
sage, which is a voluminous document, treating al- 
together of State affairs, and in which the Governor 
urges the re-enactment of the tax law of the Jast 
session and the preservation of the State faith at all 
hazards and at any expense. 





SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Tue LeaisLaTuRe commenced its annual session 
at Columbia on the 27th ult. On the 28th, the go- 


+ tat 


vernor’s message was transmitted to them; from | 
which we learn that there will be a surplus of $30,-) 


000 in the treasury at the end of the current year. 





~The 


ith your bible and | 


total ameunt of the state debt is three anda half 
_ millions, which it is proposed to pay off rapidy. 


' 


The governor recommends the establishment of a 
sinking fund, for this purpose, distinct from the 
hank capital of the state, which project does not 
seem to meet with much favor from the Charleston 
Mercury. The subject of popular education is ad- 
verted to, and the substitution of the high school for 
the free school system suggested as a great public 
benefit. The message advises the repeal of the 
Jaw to prevent the suspension of the banks and the 
[remission of the penalty in the case of the recusant 
_ banks. 


oe 
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ther part a judge was barred out of the court house 
by the populace, and his life put in danger merely 
because he wished to hold his court as the Jaw di- 
rected. Another judge was near being attacked 
whilst on his bench, for exercising his authority in 
keeping silence in the court house during business 
hours. Another was forced by an armed ruffian to 
leave the bench and drink with him, and this whilst 
his court was in session.” 


eee 


WISKONSAN. 

More copper rocks. The Wiskonsin Democrat 
alluding to the Ontanagon “copper rock” and re- 
gretting that it had passed from the hands of Mr. 
Aldred, by whom it was removed to Detroit, ads: 
‘‘We believe, however, if report be true, that copper 





MITSSISSIPPI. ‘ 
The money writer ofthe New York Herald antici- 


_ 


| pates a very injurious effect on state credit in Europe 
‘from the result of the Mississippi elections, and says 
it is the first time that naked repudiation has trinm- 
'phed at the polls. In this he is mistaken. The 
very same question stood first and foremost before 
the voters of Mississippi at the preceding state elec- 
tion and the repudiators carried it by about the same 
|majority. It may be something that the present re- | 
sult shows the former to have expressed no feeling of | 
‘the moment, but a settled determination. However, | 
we think, viewed closely, it is rather the contrary, | 
‘and we have now much more hope. than we had two | 
years ago, that Mississippi will come right at last.— 





| Repudiation began with the fall of thosehorrid banks | 3 
'kie Democrat says: 


that defiled and ruined the State—it naturally began 


a : 
| that divided democrats and whigs. 


But the appearance of its taking this preeminence, led 


‘toa splitin the Democratic party, which so far is, 


‘only seen among the leaders—by and by it will be 
iseen among the people. 
that repudiation—the sole public creed of the now 
‘dominant party—will yet rnin them—that they can- 
not stand on that foundation—that the honorable 
pride of the Mississippians will revolt at it—and that 
every step. they make out of the embarrassments 
/mainly created by their banks, will be a step toward 
| the restoration of state credit—that they will them- 
selves finally judge it no more than just and politic, 
that they should pay the full penalty of their former 
folly as an impressive lesson for the faimre. They 
will indeed find out that punishment for.that folly is 
than repudiation. Such do we believe will be the 
‘on the sole question of repudiation shall have made 
| its way in the public mind. 
may have been put foremost by the mewspapers and 


|Speakers—but we are very certain that it owed its) 
triumph to the strength of party associations and the 





weight of other considerations. 
[| Charleston Mercury. 


—_—_—_e_—_—_ 
OHIO. 

Watnonpine Canar. The commissioners of the 
| Canal Fund of Ohio, have directed the board of pub- 
'lic works to withdraw the proposals for completing 


| 


made by the legislature for that purpose. The 7th 


section of the act of March 27, 1841, ‘‘to authorise 


ithe commissioners of the canal fund to borrow mio- 


“No 


j ney,” &c., contains the following provisions: 
| new contract shall be Jet by said board on any of the 
| public works of the state, except jobs, which may 


> 99 


| q. 


been provided by said fund commissioner 


;non cannot, therefore, be let. 
| 


' 
} 





ILLINOIS. 


Tue Navyroo Legion. 
states that the Nauvoo Legion numbers some four or 
five thousand men. They are thoroughly, disciplined, 
and well acquainted with the use of artillery, &e.— 
Apprehensions exist that the frequent drilling of the 
legion forebodes no good purpose on the part of the 
Mormon Prophet. 


} 
| 
| 
; 


| 
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ARKANSAS. 
Jvpic1AL OrrFicers. Jedge Field in a charge to 
the Grand Jury, lately held the following language: 
‘‘In some parts of Argansas it is really dangerous 


\ 
} 
i 
} 
} 
| 


|seri his authority. If what he does or says is not 
/exactly agreeable to the taste of some, he is in dan- 
ger of annihilation. One or two prosecuting attor- 

neys, in the northern part of the state, have been 
| waylaid and murdered for doing their duty. In ano- 


} 


| with the anti-bank party and kept that party with it, | 


somewhat restored your too rufiled temper—the pros- | op rather perhaps kept with that party, and was. 


mixed up with all the great questions of public policy | 
But it has over-| 
jgrown them all and become the master question.— | 


We are fully convinced | 


inevitable, and that payment. is a far lighter burden.) 
result when the full effect of this division of parties | 


Heretofore repudiation | 


ithe Walhonding canal, there being no appropmation | 


be abandoned until the means of payment shall have | 
The | 
| work extending the Walhonding canal to Mount Ver- | 


The St. Louis Reporter. 


for a judge to protect his station from insult, or as-| 


rocks willere long cease to be a curiosity. Colonel 
De Garmo Jones, of Detroit, who last week passed 
through this place on his way to Mineral Point and 
Plattsville, informed us that another mags of copper 
much larger and purer than that taken from the On- 
tanagon, had recently been discovered. In regard 
to the prospects of those who are prosecuting their 
researches after copfer ore on the south shore of 
Lake Superior, Colonel Johnson informs us that 
they are pretty fair.” 


} 


RapPip IMPROVEMENT. Kt is said that 40,000 emigrants 
have reached Wisconsin this year by way of the 
lakes, and the number has been inoreased to #20.000 
by emigration through other routes. The Milwau- 
‘‘A large majority who have 
this year become residents of the territory, are of 
course farmers, and have located in the several coun- 
ties east of the river, so that the farming population 
of eastern, Wisconsin, cannot now be less (we ex- 
clude the inhabitants of villages) than 65 or 70,000. 
As outlets for the productions, or as marts for the 
trade of this whole region, there are at present but 
four prominent points: Green Bay, at the north, 
whose trade, under present circumstances, is confi- 
‘ned to a small and sparsely populated extent of 
country; Milwaukie, whose location upon the lake- 
‘shore is about central, and. which from this and other 
/ causes, is said will continue to be the outlet and 
have the trade of at least one-half of tae country al- 
luded tu, in connexion with a heavy trade from the 
mining region; Racine, 25 miles south of Milwaukie, 
whose position and advantage must secure to it the 
trade of probably over one fourth of that country; 
and, Southport, near the southern limit of the terri- 
_tosy, which, besides, being the outlet and point of 
trade for the southern portions of Racine, Walworth, 
and Rock, is also the mart for the north-eastern 
counties of; Hlinois. What an immense country the 
western states will be in the cqurse of ten years— 
how powerful in numbers—how rich,in resources, 
-and how controlling in all their political relations! — 
Verily, it may be well cajled the lion of the west.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
PAINE’S TELEGRAPH. 
| Mr. Paine has furnished the Worcester ( Mass.) 
| Palladium with, the following description of the pow- 
-erful telescope which he is now constructing at his, 
_place of business in the adjoining town of Leicester: 
Clapprille, Augyst 7th, 1843. 
Dzar Sig: In compliance with your request, | for- 
ward you a description of the instrument we are now 
constructing. Ona solid piece of masonry, thirty- 
‘six feet square, a circular rail of nine feet radii is 
laid. A platform of cast iron, circular in form, and 
twenty-eight feet in diameter. supported on twelve 
wheels of four feet diameter, traverses this tail. On 
this platform the tube of the telescope is elevated; 
‘the platform, as you will perceive, being sv con- 
structed as to enabie the manager of the instrument 
‘to direct the tube to any particular point of the hea- 
_vens in a horizontal line. The rotary motion is giv- 
en to the carriage by the action ofa pinion ina rack 
rail beneath the platform; the power 1s given the 
pinion by a differential screw, acting on a wheel 
whose shaft passes through the pinion. This ar- 
rangement obtains aslow and steady movement, and 
so great is the power of the hand-wheel (attached 
| to the differential screw) that ten pounds suspended 
| to its arms will give a motion to the entire iustru- 
| ment, whose weight will be nearly eight tons. Ten 
| feet from the edge of the platform, an opening, five 
‘feet wide, extends to nearly its centre: froin the 


} 
! 
| 
| 








| outer edge of this opening an inclined, plane descends 


at an angle that would square the radius of the curve 
of the instrument while being elevated from a hori- 
zontal to a perpendicular line, thus enabling the ob- 

server Lo maintain the.same angle of vis‘on when 
| viewing the planet inthe zenith as in the horizon. 
| On eachside of the above mentioned aperture rise 
‘two cast iron supports, resembling the sides of a hea- 
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¥¥ gun carriage. These supports receive a castiron 
frame work, which holds the power end of the tube 
and forms the centre of the are described by the 
tube in passing from a horizontal to a perpendicular 
position. Another cast iron frame work, whose area 
at base is twelve feet, whole apex five, and whose 
height is twenty-four feet, rises from the platform, 
the centre of its square at the top being perpendicu- 
Jar to the centreof the platform. On the top of 
this elevated framework a grooved purchase wheel 
is rigged, over which passes a cable, one end of which 
is a tached to a concentration of braces on the tube, 
the other passesround a drum which is worked in 
the same manner as the revolving platform, (by a 
differential screw.] By this apparatus the tube, 
which is made from thick Russia iron, and is forty- 
eight feet long and four feet diameter, is raised to 
any required angle. In the power end of the tube 
a concave mirror of forty-six inches diameter and 
forty feet focal length is placed, having an aperture in 
its centre of six and one half inches, through which 
pass the lens tubes containing Aplanatic, Achroma- 
tic, and Menicus lenses, six and one quarter inches 
in diameter. Jn the focus of the large mirror just 
mentioned, another mirror fourteen inches diameter 
and thirty-six feet focal length is placed, from which 
adjustment screws extend tothe handof the mana- 
ging observer. 

It is well known that aberration of rays is the re- 
sult of a very high magnifying power, and this opti- 
cal fact has led many to assert that distinct, telesco- 
pic action is limited to some twelve or eighteen hun- 
dred powers; for, in order to obtain a highly magni- 
fied image of an object, without’ aberration, a com- 
bination of lenses is requisite; and itis evident that 
the more dense a medium becomes the more faint 
the reflection of the image passing through it will 
appear. 

The only part of the instrument we claim as our 
own is the form and combination of the lenses, which, 
so far from being limited by eighteen hundred powers, 
claims a magnifying power of eleven thousand. 

I have given you as concise a.description as my 


‘*Ladies and gentlemen: J am very mpch agitated, 
at appearing before you, and | shall remember, with 
gratitude, during my whole life, this night’s kind- 
ness.”’ : 

Then, bowing to the leader, he recommenced the 
last performance, amidst the plaudits of the audi- 
ence, who were completely taken by surprise. He 
played, as before, with great spirit and feeling, and 
having again finished the piece, and retired, he was 
again called out, and coming upon the stage once 
more, his eye fell upon the wreath, which he took 
up, advanced to the centre of the stage, and grace- 
fully presented it toMr. Chubb, the excellent leader 
of the orchestra, who received it with becoming 
modesty, as if he were diffident of his right to share 
with so great an artist, the overwhelming applauses 
of the crowded auditory, which, however, was most 
cordially acceded to by the master, himself. 


It was a scene of rare occurrence in our cold Jand, 
and our music loving citizens seemed to enter into 
the spirit of it with even Parisian enthusiasm. 

At12 o’clock the orchestra serenaded the great 
composer and performer in the corridorof Astor 
House, and then partook of a social repast with him 
in the large dining room. { Pennsylvanian. 


—_— 


IRON CANAL BOAT. 

Mr. John M. Crosland, of Pottsville, the first pro- 
jector of the boats torun to New York from the 
mines, has furnished the Miner’s Journal with an ar- 
ticle respecting the new experimental Iron Canal 
Boats recently built at this city, and which cleared | 
from Pottsville last week laden with coal. From! 
this article we Jearn that the light weight of the boat 
is l5tons 12 cwt. Including canvass, cabin, furni- 
ture, &c., it may weigh 16 tons, when ready fora 
trip to New York. The weight of the boat and car- 
goon the Mount Carbon scales, November 29th, was 
85 tons 2 cwt., reducing boats, 15 tons 12 cwt., it 
leaves a cargo of 693 tons of coal. The boat draws 
4 feet § inch forward, 4 feet 14 inch midships, and 4 
feet 1 inch at the stern—say 4 feet 1 inch draught of 





unaccustomed pen can portray of the instrument as 
it will appear whencompleted. The mirrors, which 
are by far the most difficult part of the work, are fi- 
nished, together with the lenses, and also all the 
#mall apparatus. 

I have seen a notice in your journal, copied from 
a New York paper, of a Refracting Telescope now 


building in that city, and J understand that the Cam- | 


bridge Committee have decided on having the same 
kind of an instrument. I cannot conceive why the 
preference should be given toan instrument long 
since superseded: Perhaps some of your readers 
willbe kind enough to give us the rationale of the 
choice through your columns. Yours, truly, 


HENRY M. PAINE. 


TYPE MUSIC. 

* Setting type may not produce such “sweet sounds” 
as Ole Bull’s viol doth discourse, but if the follow- 
ing experiment proves more successful than several 
of its predecessors, there is another revolution at 
hand in the literary world. Mr. Joun Y. Foro, of 
‘Troy, N. Y. has invented atype setting machine, 
which is pronounced by the editor of the N. York 
Express ‘a wonderful piece of ingenuity and skill.”’ 
it is played «op precisely similar to a piano forte. 
A lady, or child, after it becomes familiar with the 


letters, can use the keys with the rapidity almost of | 
thought, and as the finger touches the key, the types 


fall précisely to their place into line. Itis capable 
of setting 180 types ina minute. Mr. F. has also 
invented a machine for “distributing,” which places 
the type in their respective boxes by the same amus- 
ing operation of playing onthe keys. The inventor 
is now in New York, exhibiting models of his ma- 


chine, and will proceed to Washington in a few.days | 


to procure a patent right. 


OLE BULL, 


The wonderful, 1s to make his first appearance in | 
Philadelphia, this evening at the Chestnut Street | 
Theatre, and it may be anticipated that every one 
with music in their souls, will be on the qui viue to | Cracy 


hear the northern Orpheus. 


‘a displacement of at least 1: tons of water is add- 
ed. The proper result of the experiment would 


{ 


\therefore give acargoof 70} tons. The relative 


water. By anerror in the construction of her keel, | 


\ light weight in favor of the new iron boat over those 
| of wood is two tons, and consequently an increase of 
| two tons tonnage. 

| Mr. Crosland has not stated the cost of the boat, 
| which, we learn, was near twenty-two hundred dol- 
lars. 

‘about eighteen hundred dollars. 


| This experiment will satisfy many persons who 
heretofore were of opinion that iron boats would 
‘carry considerably more freight than those at pre- 
‘sentinuse. We apprehend the great disparity be- 
tween the cost of the two materials, will prevent 
the iron boats from coming into general use in this 
‘country. 
| lt isnow perfectly understood that the large class 
of coal boats carry an additional ton of coal for 
‘every half inch of water displaced, or two tons for 
every inch. If the towing paths on the canal were 
|therefore raised only seven inches higher in some 
places, boats carrying eig.:ty tons could navigate the 
canal with great ease, and, when required, deliver 

their cargo at New York without transhipment. 
{ Phila. Amer. 





POLITICAL. 





PRESIDENTIAL. 


The public will of course be curious to know what 
direction is likely to be given by the leading politicians 





|each of the several coadidates for the presidency and 
| vice presidency from various sections of the Union will 


|consult with each other and come to some conclusions 


as to the contest for those offices. 


In future, iron boats can be constructed for! 


now congregated at Washington, where the partizans of 


/be much more of harmony in the ranks of the ‘‘demo- 
” than even they had flattered themselves with the 
There appears to have | expectation of. The unanimity with whichthey acted| have no doubt we soon shall. 


——— 





te 
a 


so defeat Jones—and similar efforts are understood to 
be on hand to supplant the Globe with Kendall, or 
Bryant (of the Post,) or beth; but neither project can 
be carried out, as I think. I do not think we shall be 
long baffled in the organization—a much better spi- 
rit prevails than I expected. Union and harmony | 
hear from all quarters.” 


Extract from another letter, same date: 

“There is now quite a full attendance of members 
here—numbetring say, 165 to 170—and all kinds of 
intrigue and manceuvering are going on, and it is im- 
possible to say what may be their results. On this 
morning, at 10 o’clock, a meeting of the democratic 
members was called at the capitol, and 81 were in 
attendance—(The South Carolina and Georgia dele- 
gations absent and refusing to go into caucus.) The 
meeting was organized, and adjourned over until 8 
o’clock this evening. Whether the South Carolina 
and Georgia delegations may think better of the 
matter and come in, I have not understood; but should 
they not, Mr. Calhoun’s prospects are seriously in- 
jured, and the sooner we can understand Mr. Cal. 
oun’s friends the better. 


“ft is impossible to say who will be the speaker. 
The chances now are decidedly favorable to Mr. J. 
W. Jones—though Mr. D. H. Lewis, Cave Johnson, 
Davis, of Indiana, and Wilkins, of Pa., have their 
warm supporters; and this evening it 1s reported that 
Ingersoll will also be nominated—-but, without a 
great change from the present, Jones will be elected. 


“Old Mr. Dorsey will be elected sergeant-at-arms. 
There are at least fifty candidates for door-keeper 
and postmaster, and consequently no telling who may 
be elected; but one thing I see is certain, that no 
whig will be retained in office in the capitol. All 
are now whigs, consequently there will be a clean 
sweep—Bryant. of the New York Evening Post, and 
Slamm are here, and candidates for the public print- 
ing; also, A. Kendall. Blair & Rives will be elected. 


“The president’s message is looked for anxiously. 
The prominent feature, it is thought. will be the 
Texas question, and that annexation will be recom- 
mended.” 


‘“WaAsHINGTON city, Dec. 3d, 1843. 

‘Lest you may not have been informed by some 
other person of the result of our caucus on last night, 
I drop you a line, to inform you thereof. Contrary 
to expectation, the South Carolina and Georgia de- 
legations were in attendance, and behaved well.— 
They talked a good deal of harmony and reconcilia- 
tion, and stated in express terms, THAT THEY 
HAD NO EXPECTATION OF MR. CALHOUN’S 
NOMINATION FOR THE PRESIDENCY, but 
that they intended to support the nominee of the 
convention, provided we would hold out to them the 
olive branch, and that it was due to them, that we, 
(the Van Buren party,) should tender it; and asked, 
as an earnest of our determination to do so, that be- 
fore any person should be nominated to any office, he 
should receive the votes of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. We yielded it to them, and then pro- 
ceeded to nominate a speaker, and it resulted as 
follows: John W. Jones 78, William Wilkins 16, D. 
H. Lewis 9, Davis, of Indiana, 7, Dromgoole 1, 
Sauncers, of North Carolina, 2, Beardsley 1—so 
that Jones received more than two-thirds of the 
votes cast, and will, beyund doubt, be the speaker.— 
All the Virgima delegates voted for Jones, but one, 
who voted for Wilkins. The prospects are bright 
and brightening—and all will be perfect harmony in 
afew weeks. THE SIGNS POINT STRONGLY 
TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF MR. CALHOUN 
by his friends previous to May, and they will act 
with us. The skies are brighter than you can im- 
agine. 


MR. CALHUUN. 

The New York Gazette, the new Calhoun paper 
of the 2d inst. has the following significant para- 
graph: 

“We see it is stated that Mr. Calhoun declines al- 


lf we may credit cor-| together to receive a nomination, or rather to be a 
respondents of the Richmond Enquirer, there is likely to candidate for one, from a convention of representa- 


tives of conventions. This does not yet appear un- 
der his hand, and we have therefore delayed to no- 
tice it, expecting to see it in an official shape; as wa 
To come before a 


been quite a scene at his last appearance in New |in selecting the speaker, clerk, and other officers of the| convention packed expressly with Van Buren ma- 
York, on Friday evening. The Express thus al- | house of representatives, is evidence on the subject which | chinery, would be to play directly into Mr. Van Bu- 


ludes to it: 


Atthe close of the last performance of the even- | 
ing, a bouquet and a wreath of beautiful flowers! | 
were thrown upon thestage from the opposite sides @¥'"¢". 
of the house; but they were not perceived by the | Extract of a letter to the editor, dated 
artiste, who, entering in obedience to an enthusias- 
tic call of the audience, returned, advanced to the | 
centre of the stage, took the houquet, bowed, and | ren men. 


| no one can question. 
We inserta few extracts from the Richmond En 


“Wasnincton, Dec. 2, 1843. 


‘There is an under current, said to be a 


reri’s hands; and whatever hopes the friends of Mr. 
Calhoun may have expressed in any quarter of being 
enabled to keep up the forms of harmonious action, 
have only served to encourage the leaders of other 
sections of the party to persevere in that course 
which is their only hope. We look, therefore, earn- 


“J think that a majority of the house are Van Bu-| estly for a further and more distinct developement of 


t| Mr. Calhoun’s views on this point, which will be 











placed itin his bosom, after saying to the audience | work, to elect Wilkins by anan union of Buchanan, | cordially met and responded to by his friends here; 
substantially what follows: 








J ohnson, Casa, and Calhoun men witb the whigs, and ‘ und we doubt not, throughout the Union.” 
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POLITICAL MOVEMENTS. 

We publish below two circulars from the New 
York Central Committee of the friends of the dis- 
trict system for constituting the National Convention, 
to which we would call attention. The first is a call 
for information on several points specified, which it 
will be in the power of many persons to supply and 
which it is important to collect. The second pro- 
poses a plan for carrying out the principles of those 
who are for making the national convention an em- 
anation from the people, and a fair expression of their 
will. 

These circulars are worthy of the utmost conside- 
ration. Our friends in New York are full of spirit 
and determination—they have successfully started 
their paper-—-T he Daily Gazette—which both in form 
and matter does them infinile credit. They now 
propose further action, and of such kind as shows 
them to be heartily in earnest, and to have before 
them objects worthy to labor and strive for. They 
are an example to be both praised and followed. 

[Charleston Mercury. 


GENERAL CIRCULAR. 

ew York, Nov. 22d, 1843. 
Sirn—At a meeting of the * Democratic Republi- 
can Central Committee of New York,” held at Wash- 
ington Hall, in the city of New York, on Monday 
evening, the 24d October, the undersigned were ap- 
pointed a “central committee of correspondence,” 
te communicate with the various sections of the 
United States, as to the best mode of a general or- 
ganization, to procure the nomination of the Hon. 
John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, for the president 
of the United States, and a suitable person for the 
vice president, by the convention to be held at Balt- 
more in May next. Jn furtherance of these objects, 
the committee recommend to the friends of the 
cause, the district system of appointing presidential 
delegates,—a regular organization of the whole coun- 
try, into state, county, town, and district committees, 
or associations,-and to secure the co-operation ol 
the press so far as possible, to disseminate the poli- 
tical principles, doctrines, policy, aud character of 
this distinguished statesman. Mr. Calhoun, for the 
first time since the death ofthe “Father of his coun- 
try,” is the free candidate of the people, resting his 
claims to their support on the firmness and purity of 
his democratic republican principles, his consistent 
course, and patriotic services, tested by over thirty 
years’ experience in high and responsible offices; his 
intellectual altainments and high order of talent, and 
an unsullied private character, In addition to these, 
we may likewise recognise the Claims which he 
justly has upon the country, for the valuable and ex- 
emplary services rendered to the cause of freedom 

by his family during our revolutionary struggle. 


THE prospects of Mr. Calhoun in this quarter are 
flattering, his interests evidently increasing, and the 
plan of raising the revenue necessary to an economi- 
cal administration of the government from duties 
imposed on foreign imports, having always a refer- 
ence to the various interests of the Union, in the ar- 
rangement of a just and equal tariff, anda liberal! 
commercial policy, are measures calculated to in- 
crease that interest here and elsewhere. 


A daily democratic paper, called the Gazette, ad- 
vocating the district system of choosing delegates 
and the claims of Mr. Calhoun to the presidency, is 
Just established in this city,—subscription $6 per an- 
num for the daily, and g3 for the weekly paper. It 
is expected to be an olficial organ of the party, in- 
teresting for its commercial and Ijlerary matter; and 
the committee solicit your potronage and aid in pro- 
curing subscriptions and a wide circulation. Aduress 


“To the editor of the Gazette, 6 Tontine Buildings 
New York city.” i 


_ The committee arg directed to propose the follow- 
Ing questions, to Which they request an early answer 
forwarded (either franked or post-paid) ‘to S. A. 
Lawrence, New York city. 

1. What is the political bias of the democratic party 


in your slate and ils various sections, with refer- 
ence to a presidential canuidate? 


; 
Il. Have you appointed delegates to the Baltimore 


convention? |i so, how many, in what maiuer, 
and what are*their political preferences jor the 
presidency? 

Ill If those delegates are not appointed according 
to the district system, is it provable tnat your slate 
will annul the appointment, and proceed to choose 


Others by the district system, in time for the Bal- 
limore convention? 


IV. Will the friends of Mr. Calhoun in your state 
send delegates to that convention, elected by the 
district system,—provided those upposed to that 


system, shall refuse to annul the former appvint: 
ment of delegates? 


Let the answer to 


information which you may be able to furnish of the 
public sentiment in your state. 

Signed, S. A. Liwrence, E. T. Ferris, F. Byrd- 
sall, H. P. Barber, Wm. Francis. 


WHIG MEETING AT PHILADELPHIA—NO- 
MINATION OF JOHN SERGEANT FOR 
THE VICE PRESIDENCY. 


Pursuant to public notice, a meeting of “several 
thousand of the democratic whig citizens of the 
city and county of Philadelphia,” took place on the 
20th ult., for the purpose of organizing for the ap- 
proaching presidential campaign, and to adopt mea- 
sures to ensure.the success of the whig cause. Gen. 


Gro. W. Toranp presided, assisted by thirteen vice | 
presidents and four secretaries. The meeting was, 


addressed in an eloquent speech from Jastan Ran- 
pDALL, Esq , who represented the cheering prospects 
of the whig party, and the almost absolute certainty 
of electing Henny Cyay to the next presidency. A 
series of spirited resolutions were adopted with the 


sent for anly the following: 

Resolved, That a proper protection to home indus- 
try and labor is indispensable tothe prosperity of the 
nation; that it ts, in the judgment of this meeting, 
the true source of our returning prosperity; and that 
the whig majority in the last congress, in fostering 
and aiding all the great leading interests of the coun- 
try, are entitled to the thanks of the people. 


Resolved, That we approve of the principles of the 
tariff; that we believe them to be the basis of our 
national prosperity, and that we earnestly call upon 
our representatives in congress, under all circum- 
stances, tostand by and protect them. 


Resolved, That the public domain is the property 
of the whole nation, pur-hased by the toil, danger, 
and blood of those who fought our battles of the re- 
volution; that the right to it is unalienable, and ought 
to be preserved inviolate; and that we do therefore 
approve of the distribution upon just and equitable 
principles of the proceeds of the public lands among 
the states. 


Resolved, That a sound currency, to be created by 
the exercise of the legitimate and well ascertained 
powers of the national government, is essential to our 
commercial, agricultural, and manufacturing pros- 
perity, and that we confidently look forward to the 
day when all branches of the gavernment, respond- 
ing tothe popular will, will honestly co-operate to 
to this resuit. 

Resolved, That, while we believe and know that 
the choice of the whig candidate for the presidency 
'is already made in the unbought affections of the 

party throughout the nation, we gladly delegate the 
| annunciation of that choice to our representatives in 
‘the national convention to be held at Baltimore on 
the first Wednesday of May next, not doubting that 
| @ unani-nous response will be made by that body to 
‘the well-ascertained wishes of the people. 


| Resolved, That, while we congratulate our whig 
| friends abroad, we turn back with pride and exulta- 
| tion to the recent election in ourown state, and con- 
gratulate every honest patriot upon the exhibition by 
|her people of gratitude to Henry Cray, the man 
who for the last thirty years has heen the untiring, 
|zealous, and disinterested friend of Pennsylvania, 
her interests, and her instiutions. 


J. R. Ingersoll, Esq. followed in a very animated, 
| powerful, and eloquent speech, which was received 
| with repeated bursts of applause. He alluded to the 
| cheering prospects of the supporters of Mr. Clay to 
|earry into elect their long cherished and sincere 
Wishes in regard to hi. 


| He closed his speech with offering resolutions 
‘from which we extract the foilowig: 

| Resolved, That this meeting entertains no doubt of 
‘the harmony and concert that will mark the proceed- 
ings of tue whig general convention, which is to as- 
semble at Baltunure in May 1344. 

That the same unanimity which already manif.s's 
itself in relation to the candidate for the presidential 
chair, wiil distinguish the selection of a candidate for 
that of vice president, ales a cordial and candid in- 
terchange of seutyment. 

That it is the privilege of each section of the 
country to present to the choice of the convention 
the name of a citizen whom it knows to be entitled 
to confidence, and worthy of the high honors of the 
republic. 

That Pennsylvania represents so large a popula- 
tion, so extensive a territory, and such varied and 
important interests, that she would be wanting in 
duty to herself were she to withhold her offering on 
this interesting occasion. That in the person of John 








the above queries convey the Sergeant, of Philadelphia, exalted qualities are com- 
most accurate information you can obtain. And the 


committee would likewise fee} grateful for any other | his name with the seal of their warmest approba- 





greatest enthusiasm, of which we have room at pre- | 





—— 


bined which authorise his fellow citizens to put forth 


tion. His talents, virtues, and long tried experience 
are known to the country and to the world. A se- 
lection of him as their candidate for vice president 
would, it is believed, be responded to by the voice of 
millions, and his election to the place would be 
the guaranty of faithful services in the officer, anda 


brilliant distinction to the commonwealth and the 
nation. 


That if the convention in its wisdom should not 
select the candidate of our anxious choice, we shall 
acquiesce in the determination with unabated affec- 
tion for the distinguished individual whom we have 
named, but with cheerful reliance upon the purity of 
the motive and the policy of the measure which may 
postpone the entire devotion of known abilities and 
uncompromising integrity to the official service of 
the country. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted amid the 
most rapturous and enthusiastic applause. 

The meeting was further addressed by Messrs. 
Chandler, Swift, Hoffman, Denny, and W. B. Reed, 
after which three cheers were given for Henry Clay, 
and then the meeting adjourned. 


TENNESSEE. 

The ‘‘Democratic”’ State Convention assembled at 
Nashville on the 23d ultime, and adjourned on the 
24th. A resolution was passed nominating James 
K. Polk for the vice presidency, and pledging them- 
selves to support the nominee of the national conven- 
tion for president and vice president. 





MR. ADAMS ON SLAVERY. 


During his late sojourn at Cincinnati, J.Q. Adams 
received a congratulatory address from some colored 
persons of that city. From his reply, we extract the 
following, showing his opinion in regard to the means 
of exterminating slavery in this country. He thinks 
it cannot be done here till it is firat done in Africa. 


“IT must say to you that itis my fixed opinion, that 
the abolition of slavery in this country, cannot be 
successful till the evil is struck at the root, and sla- 
very in Africa is suppressed. 

If itis possible to mitigate the condition of those 
persons whom the white people bring from the coast 
of Africa to use for life, as slaves in America, and 
who would not be enslaved were they not themselves 
in Africa, the original founders of slavery, it is by 
changing the state of things in Africa. Let the 
people of Africa—let the sovereigns of Africa—let 
the republics of Africa, if such there ke, let them 
abolish slavery at home, and slavery will be abolish- 
ed in America. But as long as Africa encourages 
slavery, it is impossible to put an end to it in Ame- 
rica. The very source of the evil must first be 
cut off. 

How this can be done, I do not pretend to say. It 
is not the nature or the right of our government to 
interfere with the government of any foreign coun- 
try, not even the governments of Africa itself. 


There is another reason for wishing the abolition 
of slavery in that country, and that is, that it is the 
impression upon the minds of multitudes of that 
barbarian people, and in fact, it is the impression of 
many minds in our own country, that slaves transfer- 
red from Africa to a civilized land, have their condi- 
tions ameliorated, not injured. 

Upon this subject I do not know, and cannot 
speak; but if 1 may judge from the fact that the con- 
dition of the natives of Mendi before alluded to 
when brought here, compared with their condition 
when taken back to Africa leaves it still problema- 
tical, whether any service has been done them more 
than to save their lives, I am afraid that question re- 
mains to be decided hereafter. And if you, as co- 
lored men, having a peculiar sympathy for your fel- 
low men of color, have it in your power to operate 
upon or influence in any way their condition, I ex- 
hort you to exert that influence as powerfully there, 
as you exert it here for the abolition of slavery in 
this country. I suppose it is possible there may be 
some power on your partin exerting an influence 
over them. sy ; 

Respecting the disability of color in those States 
where slavery 1s not recognized, I have it in utter 
abhorrence. 1 hope sincerely, that at no distant day 
it may be done away with, at least in those States 
which profess to be governed hy the laws of nature. 
I will go further, and say, that I hope the time is 
not distant, though | utterly despair of living to see 
it, when colur will not be the cause of slavery in the 
United States, but when America will be able to 
face the world, and say that there is not a slave 
within her borders. 

Gentlemen, 1 thank you for your kind feelings, 
and remain your friend.” 
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ENGLISH VIEWS OF THE AMERICAN 
TARIFF. 





From the Courier and Enquirer. 


We find in a late number of the Birmingham Jour- 
nal a copy of a report made to the chamber of com- 
merce in that city by one of 1ts committees, uponthe 
probable effects of the American tariff of 1842 on the 
manufactures and trade of that district. It has evi- 
dently been prepared with great care and indicates 
a generally accurate and comprehensive knowledge 
of our national policy and commercial condition. Its 
length precludes its publication in full in our columns; 
but we shall present such portions of it to our readers 
as tend to establish the absolute necessity of Ameri- 
can interests of a tariff essentially like that which is 
now inforce. The views which the report embodies, 
though they are those of men whose interests would 
be greatly promoted by the prevalence and practice 
of free trade opinions, likewise indicate that they are 
far too wise and far too practical to expect the oc- 
currence of any such anomaly. They see clearly 
that American interests absolutely demand a tariff 
which shall protect them, and that, in self-de- 
fence, our government must resort to the protective 
policy. In the introduction of their report they pre- 
sent a comparative view of the several tariffs of 1828, 
1833, and 1842, the sum of which is that the duties 
imposed by the tariff of 1842 are found to be about 
one-fourth higher on manufactures on which ad vaio- 
rem rates are charged, and somewhat lower on those 
on which specified rates are charged, than those im- 
posed by the tariff of 1828; and two-fifths higher than 
the average rates under the compromise act of 1833 
on goods subject to ad valorem rates, or equal on the 
average to an advance of from 25 per cent. to 33 per 
cent. ad valorem; on articles subject to specific rates 
it averages about the same. The fact, however, that 
prices are now lower in the English markets than 
they were in 1828 and 1833, greatly increases the 
duties per cent. on the specific articles. Thus from 





1833 to 1836 the duty on bar iron was $30 per ton; 
the article then commanded £10 in the English mar- 
kets, so that the duty was 623 per cent. Under the | 
present tariff the duty is $25; but as the article is, 
worth only £5, the duty is equal to 104 per cent. The; 
same disparity exists in pig iron and in some other | 
articles. And yet, although the per cent. duty on 
these articles is now nearly twice as high as it was 
under the tariff of 1833, it is a fact worthy the atten- 
tion of those who insist that the price of all imported 
articles is increased by the amount of duty they pay, 
that bar iron, which under the duty of 625 per cent. 
would have cost £16. 5s. now costs but £10. 4s. 2d. per 
ton; and, pigs which would then have cost £7. Is. 8d. 
would now cost but £4. 16s. 6d. This is an import- 
ant fact and one which speaks volumes in refutation 
of the attacks made upon a protective tariff as inevi- 
tably raising prices by the addition of the duty. It 
should be borne in mind, too, that its authenticity 
does not rest on the bare assertion of the friends of 
a tariff, but is conceded by those most interested 
against it—from British merchants and manufactu- 
rers, whose ‘business.it directly and severely affects. 


An important part of the report of the Birmingham 
committee is that which treats of the causes which 
have led to the successive additions to American du- 
ties on British manufactures, eflected by the tariffs of 
1818, 1823, 1828, 1833, and 1842, respectively. The 
first cause they find is the inability of the Americans to 
pay for British goods, an inability not owing to a want} 
of equivalents, but to those British laws which shut out 
of British ports the staple pradwctions of the most important 
states in the union. The agriculturists of America 
could not, therefore, render their wheat, corn, and 
yrovisions, available in payment for manufactures. 
Chen, too, the money laws of Great Britain have 
operated to force down the prices of cotton, tobacco, 
&c. and have drained our country of its gold and sil- 
ver, deranging our currency, destroying trade, and 
stopping the consumption of British manufactures. 
The farmers of the United States have, therefore, 
been driven to look at home for their manufactures, 
and have thus found it absolutely necessary to en- 
courage their own establishments. Jt has thus come | 
to be equally advantageous to beth the agricultural | 
and manufacturing classes, that the latter should be | 
protected in order to give the former at once a market for 
their productions and the goods which they need, and 
which they cannot purchase abroad. The following 
paragraph from the report forcibly exhibits the de- 
fensive character of our legislation on the subject of 

rotection: 

“The committee beg to call the particular atten- 
tion of the chamber of commerce to the fact, that the 
corn law of 1815 was succeeded by the American 
tariff of 1816; that the stringent action of our money 
law during the years 1819 to J822, was followed by 








‘and not our manufactures. 





the tariff of 1823; that the contradictire action of: 


2 eee generis 





our laws on the currency during the years 1826 and 
1827, and the consequent depression in prices of 
American products,and also the drain of specie from 
America during that period, occasioned the high ta- 
riff of 1828 as a defensive measure. That the improve- 
ment in trade and prices attendant on extension of 
our banking system, in the establishment of joint 
stock banks, commencing about the year 1828, was, 
followed by Mr. Clay’s compromise tariff of 1833. 
And, finally, that the difficulties in our money 
market during the- years 1837 to 1842, caused | 
by the defects of our money system, in connection | 
with bad harvests, which in the first instance forced | 
down the prices of American products in our mar- | 
kets more than 50 per cent.; and in the second ab- 
stracted a large amount of specie from America, stop- 
ping their banks and ruining their trade and their | 
merchants; have been followed by this tariff of 1842, 
now under consideration.” 


Now this by no means makes it certain that we 
should find it expedient or safe to throw off al! pro- 
tective duties, even if British legislation had not been 
thus hostile; but it clearly proves that under existing 
circumstances, while British laws remain as they 
have hitherto been, we have no alternative. Protee- 
tion is absolutely necessary in self-defence. So clear- 
ly essential to our very existence it has been, and is | 
now, thatthe Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, ' 
representing a body of men most deeply interested | 
against all our tariffs, do not hesitate to declare that | 
they have been absolutely necessary for self-preser- | 








The concluding paragraphs of the report show the 
views of intelligent speculative men upon the causes 
of existing embarrassments and the means of their 
removal: 

‘The American government will find the restora- 
tion ot credit and confidence to be much more con- 
ducive to an efficient revenue than an enhanced tariff, 
and the first step to its accomplishment, under any 
circumstances, to be a sound and adequate currency, 
At the present time the people look for a return of 
prosperity, as a matter of course, without the adop- 
tion of any decisive steps to procure it. But in the 
opinion of this committee, experience furnishes no 
parallel case to the presenttime, and this expectation 
is not justified. 

‘*The embarrassments of the war of the revolution 
were not removed, until the establishment of the first 
U.S. Bank, under Gen. Washington’s administra- 
tion. 

“The embarrassments of the second war were not 
in a train of removal, nor was the internal prosperity 
of the country restored. until the second U.S. bank, 
which was incorporated in the vear 1816, under Mr, 
Monroe’s administration, came into full action. 


“In fact the periods of great prosperity in the 
American states, within the last half century, date 
from the establishment of the first bank to the expi- 
ration of its charter in the year 1811, and from the 
establishment of a second bank in the year 1816 to 
the expiration of its charter in the year 1836. 

‘*‘During both these periods the states were highly 


vation. It is perfectly obvious thatso long as the Je-| prosperous. ‘The national debt incurred during the 


gislation of Great Britain continues to be of this hos- | 
tile character, we have no alternative but to protect | 
ourselves against it by a protective tariff. ‘The com-| 
mittee therefore declare that they can reasonably ex- 
pect no modification of the American tariff until the 
causes which have led to its adoption be removed.— | 
For the purpose of obtaining some modification, which | 
is necessary to British interesis, the committee there- | 
fore recommend: 2. 

“J. Such a revision of the corn and provision laws | 
as will admit corn and provisions from America at mode- | 
rate fixed duties, while at the same time higher duties | 
are required on the same descriptions of articles, im- | 
ported from countries which require specie in return | 

‘**And, secondly, the adoption of such a system of | 
cure cy.as will, while it meets the requirements of | 
trade and commerce, and our internal transactions, | 


| give remunerative prices for American products in| 


markets, without oecasioning a drain of specie from their | 
banks periodically, thereby rendering 1t for their in-| 
terest at all times to take our manufactures in re-| 
turn for such products: thus effecting great transac- | 
tions in the articles of both countries by a prompt) 
exchange of produce and merchandise, instead of al- | 
lowing through the impertinent intrusion of gold and | 
silver into the current transactions, a large adverse} 
balance to be covertly arising, on the one side or the | 
other, in respect to the exchange of other commodi- | 
ties, until it becomes so great, that in order to pre- 
serve the basis of our circulation, nothing short on 
our part of a violent action on our currency will bring 
back the specie so parted with, and restore for a time 
the even exchange of the other commodities; or, on 
the part of the Americans, (in order to preserve or 
restore the basis of their currency,) nothing short of 
nearly a total cessation of importation of our manufiae- 
tures: both of which alternatives are highly prejudi 

cial to the great interests of the respective countries, 
but particularly to those of our manufactures.” 

*‘It has escaped the justice of our public writers to 
notice that our losses with America by bad debts and 
otherwise, during the last five and twenty years, have 
originated mainly in our own money laws, which act 
nearly as directly upon America as upon any integ- 
ral portion of the United Kingdom.” 

Of the probability that the British government will 
adopt any such measures as here recommended, we 
cannot judge. At all events it is not strong enough 
to warrant us in throwing off our protective duties 
and placing all our interests at their absolute dispo- 
sal. Moreover, under the operation of our tariff, 
their action is daily becoming a matter of less and 
less importance to us. In the language of this re- 
port we are “‘LEARNING TO DO MORE AND MORE WITH- 
OUT THEM:” manufacturing in our country will ine- 
vitably, under the operation of our existing tariff. 
build itself up into a system Which will defy British 
hostility; for even now the committee grant that 
they ‘“‘cannot expect to put a stop to manufacturing in 
America,” though they express the hope that ‘by a 
wise and judicious policy” they ‘‘may retard ils in- 
crease;”’ and before the lapse of many years we shall 
stand upon our own resources independent of them 
for all necessary articles of consumption, and having 
at home a market for manufactured goods, and the 
productions of the soi] will gladly be received in ex- 
change. 





war was paid, and that also of the second, within 
each of the periods respectively. Thereis no reason 
to suppose the country would not have remained 
comparatively prosperous, up to the present time, 
had the United States bank charter been granted ori- 
ginally for thirty years, instead of twenty years. 


“The committee must, however, remark that they 
do not see how a bank note circulation, expansive in 
its tendencies and payable in specie, thereby tending 
to the introduction of Jarge quantities of foreign 
manufactures, can be maintained in America while 
our corn laws and money laws are persisted in, un- 
less a scale of important duties be continued there, 
sufficiently high to materially limit the importation 
of such manufactures.” 





FRENCH SPOLIATIONS, 





From the New York Commercial Advertiser. 
ADDRESS 


OF CLAIMANTS FOR INDEMNITY FOR SPOLIATION6 COM- 
MITTED BY THE FRENCH PRIOR TO THE YEAR LSQO. 


At a convention of claimants held in the eity of 

New York, on the 16th of Nov. 1843. “ts 
George Griswold, of N. Y. President. 

Hon. John Welles, of Massachusetts, 

‘* Henry W. Edwards, of Conn. 

‘* Benjamin C. Howard, of Md. 

‘¢ Charles Macalester, of Penn. 

‘* Francis Saitus, of N. York, 

Vice Presidents, 
ae 7. Marray, Secretaries. 
enry Pierpont, 4 
The following address was unanimously adopted: 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Fellow Citizens: Some of those persons who have 
claims upon the government of our country, existing 
from the commencement of this century, have as- 
semnbled together for the purpose of mutual consul- 
tation, and determined to address you upon the sub- 
ject. The original claimants are not numerous at this 
meeting. Their ranks have been thinned by the long 
lapse of time since the origin of their claim. Many 
a claimant has sunk into the grave, with hopes pro- 
tracted until the heart became sick; and often, owing 
to the uncertainties of business, the evening of his 
life has been clouded over by poverty; his legacy to 
his widow and children consisting chiefly in his pend- 
ing appeal to the justice of his country. 


These helpless females or infant children have 
been unable to be present at our meeting; but their 
anxious eyes are nevertheless directed to us, in the 
hope that our consultations may eventuate in expe- 
diting that congressional inquiry into their case, 
which they feel assured is all that is needed to afford 
them the long delayed relief. ‘This is no fancy 
sketch. We should despise ourselves if by exagge- 
rated representations we could impose upon your 
judgment. Many of us are familiar with instances 
like those we have depicted, and every meeting 
which takes place discloses vacancies in the ranks, 
from which the aged claimants have gone down to 
the tomb, with the gloomy feeling that if our republic 
is not ungrateful, it is, in this case unjust. 

To the great tribunal of public opinion we make 
our present appeal. 
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The origin of these cliims may be known to a por- 
tion of the public, but requires explanation to the 
great mass of this nation. 

In 1778, at the darkest period of our revolutionary 
struggle, when even the heart of Washington be- 
came faint, France entered into the celebrated treaty 
which secured our independence as a‘nation. For 
this, however, she require? us to enter into a guar- 
anty to make common cause with her forever, in de- 
fending her West India possessions; and required 
also a stipulation, that her armed vessels should be 

rmitted to bring their prizes into our ports and to 
try them by French tribunals, to be established here 
hy that government. 

Such onerous, and you will say impracticable, con- 
cessions appear at this time of day incredible; but 
such they were, and a ralease from them was pur- 
chased, as we will conclusively show, by a surrender, 
without compensation, of private merchant proper- 
ty, captured by the French, in consequence of the 
refusal on the part of the American government to 
perform their treaty stipulations. That private pro- 
perty belonged to those in whose behalf we now ad- 
dress you. 

For nearly half a century have we been invoking 
congress to listen to our complaints and investigate 


their merits; and only once have we been able to ob- | 


tain the definite action of either branch of that body, 
Upon that occasion, our case underwent the severest 


scrutiny in the senate of the United States, by the | 
highest talents of the nation; and a bill passed for | 


our relief. At all other times, the real or imaginary 
pressure of other business was too great to allow us 
to be heard. It was said by the American minister 
in France, about the year 1810 or 1811, when speak- 
ing of claims upon that government subsequeut in 
date to ours, that “‘their very magnitude rendered 
them hopeless;”’ and yet the stern and continued re- 
clamations of our government at last obtained a sa- 
tisfactory adjustment of them. C 

have feared, that the representatives of the high 


minded American people are deterred from award- | 
ing justice in consequence of the magnitude of the | 


amount, when that consideration, so urworthy of a 
nation, has been found to be no impediment in the 
way of our demands upon other governments? We 
are reluctant to believe, and will not believe, that any 
of your representatives would be censured by you for 
pursuing toward your own fellow citizens the same 
rule of action which we, as a nation, exact from 
other nations. 

It is stated in a report made by the committee on 
foreign affairs to the house of representatives, in 
1838, that sixteen reports had been made to one or 
the other branch of congress, upon the subject of 
our claims; and thut “twelve were in favor of the 
petitioners and four against them.” That report itself 
was favorable, and since that time another commit- 
tee has reported to the same effect. There are now 
fifteen reports in our favor and only four against us. 
These four [with one exception, a statement by an in- 
dividual member of a committee) were made at an ear- 
ly day, before the true history of the events upon 
which our claiins are founded was known to the 
public. 

“It is only a late years,” says the statement of Mr. 
Everett, then a member of the committee on foreign 
atlairs, ‘that the means of doing full justice to the me- 
rits of the question have been accessible. In answer 


to a call of the senate of the United States, made in | 


1824, a jJarge volume of documents was communi- 
cated from the department of state and published 
in 1826, in which, for the first time, the most impor- 
tant points in the case were placed in their true 
light. An impenetrable veil of secrecy had hitherto 
hung over the instructions of Messrs. Ellsworth, 
Murray, and Davie; over their negotiations with 
France; their correspondence with their own govern- 
ment; and the correspondence of Mr. Murray with 
the French government, relative to the ratification of 
the convention of 18UU0. 


“These documents, which establish conclusively 
the fagt that the spoliation claims on the part of the 
United States and the claims for the restoration 
of the treaties, were set off against each other, and 
that the government of the United States purchased 
its release from the onerous conditions of the trea- 
ties by the sacrifice of the claims of its citizens, 
were, for the first time, published in the fifth volume 
of the papers of the senate, for the first session of 
the njneteentl congress. Their appearance has mati- 
festly given a new impulse to public sentiment In 
favor of the claims.” 

This then, fellow citizens, is the position of our 
case before congress, Since the publication of the 
documents just mentioned, nol a single repart of any 
commilfee has been against us, but on the coutrary, the 
following in our favor: 

Senate—By Mr. Holmes. 
8, 1827 


Pow be 


Select committee, Feb. 





Can it be, as some | 


House—By Mr. Everett. Committee on foreign 
| affairs, May 21, 1828. 
Senate—By Mr. Chambers. 
| May 24, 1822. 
| Senate—By Mr. Chambers. 
| Feb. 11, 1829. 
House—By Mr. Everett. 
| affairs, Feb. 16, 1829. 
|  Senate—By Mr. Livingston. 
| Feb. 22, 1830. 
| Senate—By Mr. Livingston. 
'Dec. 21. 1830. 
Senate—By Mr. Livingston. 
Jan. 14, 1831. 
Senate—By Mr. Webster. [By bill.] Select com- 
mittee, Dec. 10,1834. 
House—By Mr. Howard. 
affairs, Jan. 20, 1838. 
House—Ry Mr. Cushing. April 4, 1840. 


Select committee, 
Select committee, 
Committee on foreign 
Select committee, 
Select committee, 


Select committee, 


Committee on foreign 








| House—By Mr. Cushing. [With abill.] Dec. 29, | 


1841. 


| The members of these committees were constant- 
ly changing, owing to the changes in the bodies from 
which they emanated, and yet the reports were in- 
variably in favorof the claimants. Notwithstand- 
ing all this, it has never been possible to bring the 
house of representatives to vote upon the bill. In 
appealing to you, fellow citizens, as we now do, it 
is not our intention to invoke your censure upon your 


cides all momentous questions that are agitated be- 
fore it. We have another object in view: our as- 
sembly is holden by public invitation, and we mean 
this address to reach you through as many of the 
newspapers as we can induce to publishit. We in- 
tend thereby toshow you that, instead of caballing 
'in secret, we court publicity. Confident in the jus- 
tice of our cause, we shrink from no inguiry, shun 
no scrutiny, however searching, and rely only upon 
that strong sense of propriety which must ever lead 
you to appreciate truth. 


We will not now enter upona full detailof the 
case or argument of its merits. The papers to 
which we have referred are very voluminous, and 
'we should fear to weary you by a minute examina- 
tion of them. Our object is, that as many of you as 
possible should read this paper, and therefore we 
must be brief. We ask youto answer two ques- 
tions that we will propound., 

1. How has it come about that we have lost the 
power of appealing to France to redress the injuries 
which she did to us? and 

2. How has it come about that you are no Jonger 
'under those onerous obligations to France, which 
were contracted during our revolution, and unlimit- 
ed as to duration? 

If you can answer these questions in any other sa- 
tisfactory manner than ours, we shall cheerfully 
abandon our claim. Listen, then, to our solution. 





Neither our government, nor ourselves as indivi- 
‘duals, can ask satisfaction from France for these ad- 
| mitted wrongs; we say admitted, because while our 
|own government sought redress France admitted her 
obligation to make atonement and indemnity. For 
\the spoliations upon our commerce after the year 
| 1800 satisfaction was obtained by ‘ir. Rives’s treaty, 
and the money paid by France fairly divided among 
the claimants. What have we ever done that we 
should have been shut out of all participation in this 
fund? Were we less American citizens than those 
whose interests were thus manfully sustained? 
yet an insurmountable barrier was erected between 


paid one portion and not another portion of Ameri- 
can citizens? The reason is this: in the convention 
between France and the United States, made in 
1800, the second article ran thus: 


| ties, not being able to agree at present, respecting the 
treaty of alliance of the Gth of February, 1778; the 
treaty of amity and commerce of the same date, and 
the convention of the 14th of November, 1788; nor 
upon the mdemnities mutually due and claimed; the 
parties will negotiate farther on these subjects, at a con- 


have no operation; and the relations of the two 
countries shail be regulated as follows: 

The senate of the United States, to whom the trea- 
ty was, of course, submitted by the president, struck 
out this article; and upon ils being again laid before 
the government of France, Bonaparte, then First 
Consul, ratified it, with the following proviso: ‘That 
by thisretrenchment (of the second article,) the two 
slates renounce the respective pretensions which are 
the object of the said article.” 
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former representatives, but it 1s to ask you to think , 
of the subject, and thus bring into action that gigan- 
tic power, public opinion which sooner or hater de-- 
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Suppose that this article had not been striek: 
by the senate, what would have been the consequ e? 
It must have been that .when, at a later dav, Mr. 
Rives undertook to negotiate for an inde wnity for 
the subsequent spoliations of France upon our com- 
merce, this article, in which the parties stipulated 
to ‘negotiate farther’? upon our claims, together with 
other matters, would have first arrested his atten- 
tion; and all the entangled controversies, arising 
from the complaints of France that we had not ful- 
filled our obligations under the old treaties, would 
have been immediately revived; and Mr. Rives must 
have demanded a stim sufficient to have covered our 
claims, as well as those of more recent occurrence. 
From these difficulties he was freed by the mutual 
renunciation above described. He would indeed 
have had to conduct a complicated negotiation. For 
many years, the English had retained possession of 
the French West India Islands, which we had so- 
lemnly guaranteed to France. Our responsibility 
was apparent, if the guaranty had been continued; 
but, as we have said, all these intricacies were re- 
moved from the case by the extinguishment of the 
guaranty. Mr. Rives obtained satisfaction, therefore 
for another class of sufferers, closing the door ugon us, 


We appeal to you, fellow citizens, if our ease is 
not ahard one. Those who had claims upon France 
—except ourselves—Denmark, Belgium, Spain, Na- 
ples, Mexico, and the South American governments, 
have all been provided for. Our government, with 
praiseworthy zeal,availed itself of the return of a 
general peace, to bring toa reckoning all other na- 
tions who had injured our people; and pursued, with 
indiscriminate justice, the powerful and the weak, 
until ample reparation was made for the outraged 
rights of the American people. We alone, as if we 
were no part of the American family, are outeasts 
from its protection. Of the wisdom of the senate 
in striking out the second article of the \reatv, we 
do not complain. In common with you all, we have 
partaken of the benefits of freeing the country from 


those early obiigations to France, which pressed so 


heavily upon our government during the second pre- 
sidential term of Washington, and the entire term 
of the elder Adams. Nor dowe complain of the 
contraction of the obligations themselves. 

He must be ahardy man who at this day questions 
the political sagacity of Franklin, nor are any of us 
able, probably, to appreciate the value of the aid 
which the treaty of alliance with France brought to 
our ancestors in their revolutionary contest. Butthe 
alliance was between a nation inits infancy, strug 
gling for existence, and an old, powerful and rich 
nation; the first unable to execute its part of the 
contract until a future day, and the last ina condi- 
tion to send forth fleets and armies for instant ser- 
vice;—and we do complain that when the young na- 
tion reached the years and strength of manhood, it 
purchased an exemption from the obligations which 
then became heavy, by devoting our property exclu- 


sively to that purpose. Many of us have become 


poor, while the nation has become strong and rich; 


And | 


us and them, and we stand a proscribed and aban-, 
doned portion of our community. . Why has France 


“The ministers plenipotentiary of the two par-| 


venient time; and until they may have agreed upon | 
hese points, the said treaties and convention shall | 





and all that we ask is, thata small portion of that 
wealth should be appropriated to compensate us for 
that property which has been applied to the benefit of 
all. Let it not be said that these claims are worthless. 

We cannot, in this address, which we intend to 
make as brief as possible, enter fully upon the proof 
bearing upon this point; but we stand upon the re- 
corded opinion of that enlightened statesman, James 
Madison, who, in a letter to Mr. Pinckney, dated 
February 6, 1804, says, “the claims from which 
France was released were admitted by France.”—~ 
We have before us the official documents which sub- 
stantiate this assertion. Lut these details are better 
fitted for examination in an open debate in congress 
if we can be fortunate enough to reach this deside- 
ratum, than for this address. 

Let us pass on to the second interrogatory. “How 
has it come about that you are no longer under those 
onerous obligations to France, which were contract- 
ed during our revolution, and unlimited as toduration?” 

Have you everreflected upon the situation in which 
you were placed by the treaty of alliance of 1778 
and the subsequent treaty of commerce? By the first 
you bound yourselves to guaranty to France all the 
possessions which she then had, or might thereafter 
acquire, in the West Indies; and by the second ‘you 
bound yourselves to yield to her certain facilities in 
your ports which were to be refused to her enemies. 
You know that in the wars that followed the French 
revolution, England captured the choicest if not the 
whole of the French West India possessions, which 
you had guarantied. Unless some change had been 
made inthe state of things, how could you have 
avoided, atany moment between 1800 and 1812. be- 
coming a party to the war then raging between Eng- 
land and France? Would you not have felt your- 
selves bound in honor to come up to the standard 
described by the poet, and quoted by the American mi: 
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nister in France, when speaking of this very guaranty: 


*Srilito our plighted faith avd vow, forever firmly stood, 

“and though we promise to our loss, yet make that 

promise good.” 

And what would have been the amount of nation- 
al debt (to say nothing of other considerations, en- 
tailed upon you by a war lasting ten or fifteen yea.s) 
for you must have continued to be a party to the 
war, so longas England retained hostile possession 
of the islands which you had guarantied to France. 

Sgain—lIfby any diplomatic skill you had escaped 
from the responsibility of the guaranty, how could 
you have complied with the obligations of the other 
treaty, which required you to grant to the vessels of 
France privileges which were to be denied to her 
enemy? During the few years which preceded the 
treaty of 1800, these entanglements nearly produced 
a war with France; and in the exasperated hostitity 


which raged between France and England, in the, 
early part of this century, the greatest prudence | 


could not have preserved our neutrality. Our govern- 
ment actually offered to France large sums of money 
to be released from these obligations, but they were 
steadily rejected. If you were at this moment under 
such pledges, and bound to remain so forever, what 
price would you deem too great to purcliase an ex- 
emption from them? 

We repeat our interrogatory— 

‘*How has it come about that you are released?” 

Will you say that our country went to war with 


France, and that war put an end toall previous trea- | 


ties? True itis, that war would have done this, if. 


But ‘it was a strange war which | made to the house of representatives by a committee | fry its to the la 


war had existed. 
had no beginning, for neither government declared 
it, and no end, for there never was a treaty of peace, 
and neither country was conscious of being at war 
with the other. Moreover, you paid for the national 
vessels which were captured from France, and de- 
stroyed, so that they could not be restored. Did you 
pay England at the end of the last war for the ves- 
sels of her's which were sunk? 

Will you say that an act of congress cut the knot 
which we could not untie, and abrogated these trea- 
ties? Itis true that congress passed such an act. But 
France did not admit the right of one party toa con- 
tract, to dissolve it at pleasure. Listen to her languaze: 

“The ministers of France cannot discover, in tne 
note of the 23d of July, 1800, any reasun to incline 
them tothe supposition that the treaties between 
France and the United States are abrogated. 

‘When, on the one hand, congress declares that 
France has contravened these treaties and that the 
United States are released from their stipulations; 
and when on the other, the government of France 
declares, that she has conformed to these treaties; 
aud that she desires their execution, and that the U. 
States alone have infringed them; where is the tri- 
bunal or the law to enforce the exoneration in pre- 
ference to the execution? 

“If one of two contracting parties is at liberty, 
whenever he may please, to cancel lis obligations, 
in virtue of his own judgment concerning facts. or 
men, or things. no binding force can be attached to 
treaties, and the term itself should be erased from 
every Janguage.—[The French ministers to the Ame- 
rican ministers, 26th August, 1800 } 

Our question then becomes only varied in its phra- 
seology. ‘What was it that induced France to ac- 
quiesce in the abrogation of these treaties, which she 
struggied so hard to preserve?” 

The position assumed by France was very simple. 

At the risk of being tedious we will explain it in 
her own language: 

“It has always been the intention of the ministers 
of France to reserve to her the right of choice be- 
tween the restoration of her privileges, and the pay. 
ment of indemnities, which may be brought against 
her; so that they have never supposed that she could 
enjoy privileges without the payment of indemnities, 
or could pay inde:nnities without the enjoyment of 
privileges.”’ (Vote of the French minister, Sept. 5, 1500.) 

The alternative was placed before the American 
ministers thus. If you agree with us that the treaties 
are still in force, we will say the indemnities; but if 
you are resolved to extinguish the treaties it must be 
at the sacrifice of their claims.* ‘The American 
ministers preferred to insert the second article, al- 
ready described; but the course pursued ay me Se- 
nate, in striking it out, met with the approbation of 
France, precisely because it was one of the alterna- 
tives upon which she rested; and hence it is that the 
treaties and claims are buried in one cOmmon grave. 
You, the peopie of the United States, have absulved 
yourselves from the incumbrance that bung about 
you. You have thrown it into the sea, and our claims 
are the weight fastened to it, to prevent even its bo- 
dy from rising to trouble you m future. 

And now, fellow citizens, permit me to say a few 
more words. Our claims have been denounced as 
being stale. Itis true; but is itour faul? Haye we 











slept upon our rights? On the contrary, there never | 
was a case in which a claim was more instantly pre- 
sented, or more constantly pressed On the Qist of 
December, 1801, the president of the United States | 
officially promulgated the treaty, and in February, 
March, and April, 1802, twenty different memorials 
were presented to congress by some of us, or those 
equally interested, claiming reimbursement upon the 
same principles now advocated by us. They repre- 
sented that their claims had been surrendered to 
France by said convention in exchange for, and in 
satisfaction of, certain political and peeuniary claims 
of a public character, which had been urged by 
France against the government of the United States, 
and mutually set off against each other as national 
claims. From that time to the present, with the ex- 
ception of the years immediately preceding, and 
during the late war with England, we have not ceas- : 
ed to urge our claims before congress. 
We are denounced also as a set of speculators, | 
| who have bought up from the needy, ata small price, | 
all their right to these claims, and are held up to 
public odium as striving to obtain relief by every | 
species of unworthy artifice. Against this weapon | 
of attack we have no means of defence, except in | 
appealing to your mnate sense of right. Deeply as | 
we are wounded by these unmerited stigmas, we | 


will only ask you if such means should be used 10 | belov 
excite public prejudice against us, who appeal only | press 
Is it honorable?— | 


To show that they are joeal exceptions, during the past season—for the 


to the understanding. Is it fair? 
Are the accusations true? 
not, we annex an extract from one of the reports 


of that body: 

Whole number of petitioners, 956 
Of original claimants in their own right, 445 

" “ for self and others, 13 

by attorney, 23 
by agents, 18 
Of insurance companies, as assignees of 

original complainants, for losses cover- 
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ed by insurance . , . . 18 

Of deceased persons being original 

| claimants 

| Of administrators, : a: ~ 197 
| Of executors, . ‘ , : 113 
|For heirs. . ‘ ° , : 37 
| Forestates, . , . : : 45 
As surviving partners, . ° ° 79 
As guardians, , ‘ ° ° 2 
Widows for estates, ; ; ° 4 

As assignees of bankrupts, and as trustees 
of insolvents, . : : , 52 





Since the report was made, from which the above 
is extracted, no doubt the class of original claimants 
is much diminished, and that of executors, heirs, and 
widows correspondingly swelled. In afew years 
more the first class will be entirely extinct. For for- 
ty vears we have appealed to the representatives of 
your power, to learus and decide, but in vain. We 
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To the Senate- and 
House of Representatives of the U. States: 

If any people ever had cause to renderup thanks 
to the Supreme Being for parental care and protec- 
tion extended to them in all the trials and difficult. 
ties to which they have been from time to time ex- 
posed, we certainly are that people. From the first 
settlement of our forefathers on this eontinent— 
through the dangers attendant upon the occupation 
of a savage wilderness—through a long period of 
colonial dependence—through the warof the revo- 
lution—in the wisdom which led to the adoption of 
the existing republican foris of government—in the 
hazards incident to a war subsequently waged with 
one of the most powerful nations of the earth—in the 
increase of our population—in the spread of the arts 
and sciences, and in the strength and durability con- 
ferred on political institutions emanating from the 
people and sustained by their will—the superintend- 
ence of an overruling Providence has been plainly 
visible. As preparatory, therefore, to entering once 
more upon the high duties of Jezvislation, it becomes 
us humbly to acknowledge our dependence upon 
Him as our guide and protector, and to implore a 
continuance of His parental watchfulness over our 
ed country. We have new cause for the ex- 
ion of our gratitude in the preservation of the 
health of our fellow- citizens, with some partial and 
abundance with which (he earth has yielded up its 
| bors of the husbandman—for the re- 
/newed activity which has been imparted to com- 

merce—for the revival of trade in all its depart- 
;ments—for theincreased reware's attendant on the 
exercise of the mechanic arts—for the continued 
growth of our population and the rapidly reviving 
prosperity of the whole country. I shall be permit- 
ted to exchange congratulations with you, gentle- 
men of the two houses of congress, on these auspi- 
cious circumstances, and to assure you, in advance, 
of my ready disposition to concur with you in the 
adoption of all such measures as shall be calculated 
to increase the happiness of our constituents and to 
advance the glory of our common country. 


Since the last adjournment of congress, the exe- 
cutive has relaxed no effort to render indestructible 
the relations of amity which so happily exist be- 
tween the United States and other countries. The 
treaty lately concluded with Great Britain has tend- 
ed greatly to increase the good understanding which 
a reciprocity of interest is calculated to encourage, 


956—~-956. and it is most ardently to be hoped that nothing cot 


transpire to interrupt the relations of amity whic 
it is soobviously the policy of both nations to culti- 
vate. 

A question of much importance still remains to be 
adjusted between them. The territorial limits of 
the two countries in relation to what is commonly 
known as the Oregon teiritory, still remain in dis 





now ask you, the nation, is this right? Again we) 
shall respectfully ask to consider, and when you shall | 
see in the published proceedings of congress a peti- | 
tion presented by some of us, you can understand, if | 
you will do us the favor to read this address, what it 
is that is brought up. 

Finally, we invoke you to protect us, by the inter- 
position of the controlling authority of your opinion, 
from the denunciations of those who resort to abuse, 
instead of argument. To your reason alone do we 
appeal; by that only do we claim to be judged; and 
we ask you to say whether those who attempt to ex- 
cite your passions and prejudices by unworthy ap- 
peals to them, do not thereby indicate a want of 
confidence in your good sense. We deem ourselves 
aggrieved, and are seeking redress temperately and 
respectfully. We assail nobody; we have fallen 
upon evil times if we cannot seek reuuneration for 
our lost property, without calling forth acrimonious 
abuse. Our property is lost, that is clear. France 
was willing to pay for it; that is clear also. 

‘The claim upon France was sustained by every 
rule of international law, backed by the determined 
support of our government. This claim was pro- 
perty. Where is it gone to?) What has hecome of 
i? How has it vanished from the face of the earth? 
It has been taken for the public use; and our parting 
expression is to remind you of that panoply, which 
our beloved constitution extends over all of us: ‘*No 
private property shail be taken for public use with- 
oul just compensation.” 

Signed by order, and on behalf of the convention. 

GEORGE GRISWOLD, President. 

James B. Murray, 

Henry E. Prerreponr, 


*These “claims” by our government were for epolia- 


Secretaries. 








pute. The United States would be at all times ine 
disposed to aggrandize themselves at the expense of 
any other nation; but while thy would be restrain- 
ed by principles of honor. which should govern the 
conduct of nations as well as that of individuals, 
from setting up a demand for territory which does 
not belong to them, they would as unwillingly con- 
sent toa surrender of their rights. After the most 
rigid, and as far as practicable, unbiassed examinae 
tion of the subject, the United States haye always 
contended that their rights appertain to the entire 
region of country lying on the Pacific, and embraced 
within the forty-second and filty-fourth 40' of north 
latitude. This claim being controverted by Great 
Britain, those who have preceded the present execu- 
tive, actuated, no doubt, by an earnest desire to ad- 
just the matter upon terms mutually satisfactory to 
b th countries,have caused to be submitted to the 
British government, propositions for settlement and 
final adjustment, which, however, have not proved 
heretofure acceptable to it. Our minister at Lon- 
don has, under instructions, again brought the sub- 
ject to the consideration of that government; and 
while nothing will be done to compromit the rights, 
or honor of the United States, every proper expe- 
dient will be retorted to in order to bring the nego- 
tiation now in the progress of resumption, to a spee- 
dy and happy termination, In the meantime itis 
proper to remark, that many of our citizens are 
either already established in the territory,or are on 
their way thither forthe purpose of forming perma- 
nent settlements, while others are preparing to fol- 
low—and in view of these facts,I must repeat the 
recommendation contained in previous messages, for 
the establishment of military posts, at such places, 
on the line of travel, as will furnish security and 
protection to our hardy adventurers wgainst hostile 





tions committed by France, resulting in the capture of 
about 600 American merchant ships and cargoes. 


tribes of Indians inhabiting those extensive regions. 
Our laws should also follow them, so modified as the 
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circumstances of the case may seem to require. Un- 

der the influence of our free system of government, 

new republics are destined to spring up, at no distant 

day, on the shores of the Pacific, similar in policy 

and in feeling to those existing on this side of ‘the | 
Rocky Moun ains, and giving a wider and more ex- 
tensive spread to the principles of civil and religious 
Jiberty. 

Iam happy toinform you that the cases which 
have arisen, from time to time, of the detention of 
American vessels by British cruisers on the coast of 
Africa, under pretence of being engaged in the slave 
trade, have been placed in a fair trainof adjustment. 


In the case of the William & Francis, full satisfac. 


tion will be allowed. Jn the cases of the Tigris and 
Seamew, the British government admits that satis- 
faction is due. In the case of the Jones, the sum 
accruing from the sale of that vessel and cargo will 
be paid to the owners—while I cannot but flatter 
myself that full indemnification will be allowed for 


all damages sustained by the detention of the vessel | 


—and in the case of the Douglass, her majesty’s go- 
vernment has expressed its determination to make 
indemnification. Strong hopes are therefore enter- 
tained, that most, if not all of these cases will be 
speedily adjusted. No new cases have arisen since 
the ratification of the treaty of Washington; and it 
is confidently anticipated, that the slave trade, un- 
der the operation of the eighth article of that treaty, 
will be altogether suppressed. 

The occasional interruption experienced by our 
fellow citizens engaged in the fisheries on the neigh- 
boring coast of Nova Scotia, has not failed to claim 
the atlention of the executive. Representations 
upon this subject have been made, but as yet no de- 
finite answerto those representations has been re- 
ceived from the British government. 


Two other subjects of comparatively minor im- 
portance, but nevertheless of two much consequence 
to be neglected,remain still to be adjusted between 
the two countries. By the treaty between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain, of July, 1815, itis pro- 
vided that no higher duties shall be levied in either 
country on articles imported from the other, than on 
the same articles imported from any other place. In 


1836, rougy rice, by act of parliament. was admitted | 


from the coast of Africa into Great Britain on the 
payment of a duty of one penny a quarter, while the 
same article from allother countries, including the 
United States, was subjected to the payment of a 
duty of twenty shillings a quarter. Our minister at 
London, has from time to time brought this subject 
to the consideration of the British government,-but 
so far without success. He is tistructed to renew 
his representations upon it. 


Some years rince a claim was preferred against 
the British governmenton the part of certain Ame- 
rican merchants, for the return of export duties 
paid by them on shipments of woollen goods to 
the United States, alter the duty on similar arti- 
cles exported to other countries had been repealed, 
and consequently in contravention of the commer- 
cial convention between the two nations securing to 
us equality in such cases. ‘The principle on which 
the claim rests has long since been virtually admitted 
by Great Britain, but obstacles to a settlement have 
from time to time been interposed, so that a large 
portion of the amount claimed has not yet been re- 
funded. Our minister is now engaged in the prose- 
cution of the claim, and I cannot but persuade my- 
self that the British government will no longer de- 
lay its adjustment. 


1 am happy to be able to say that nothing has oc- 
curred to disturb in any degree the relations of amity 
which exist between the United States and France, 
Austria, and Russia, as well as with the other pow- 
ersof Europe, since the adjournment of congress.— 
Spain has been agitated with internal convulsions for 
many years, from the effects of which it is to be hoped 
she is destined speedily to recover—wien, under a 
more liberal system of commercial policy on her 
part, our trade with her may again fill its old, and so 
far as her continental possessions are concerned, its 
almost forsaken channels, thereby adding to the mu- 
tual prosperity of the two countries. 


The Germanic Association of customs and com- 
merce, which, since its establishment in 1833, has 
been steadily growing in power and importance, and 


consists alt this time of more than twenty German since however neutral may be our course of policy, 


states, ani embraces a population of 27,000,000 of 
people united for all the purposes of commercial in- 








appreciated. On this subject | invite the attention; the condition of their interposition, alike derogatory 
of congress to the report of the secretary of state, to the nation granting them and detrimental to the 
from which it will be seen that while our cotton is | interests of the United States. We could not be ex- 
admitted free of duty, and the duty on rice has been | pected qnietly to pernit any such interference to our 
much reduced, which has already led toa greatly in- disadvantage, considering that Texas is separated 
creased consumption, a strong disposition has been | from the United States by a mere geographical line, 


recently evin'ed by that great body to reduce, upon | that her territory in the opinion of many, formed a 
certain conditions. their present duty upon tobacco. | portion of the territory of the United States, that it 


This being the first intimation of a concession on this is homogeneous in its population and pursuits with 
interesting subject ever made by any European pow- |the adjoining states, makes contributions to the 
er, I cannot but regard it as well calculated to re-|commerce of the world in the same articles with 


/move the only impediment which has so far existed | them, and that most of her inhabitants have been eci- 
‘to the most liberal commercial intercourse between | tizens of the United States, speak the same language 


usandthem. In this view our minister at Berlin, | and live under similar political institutions with our- 
who has been instructed to enter upon the negotsa | selves, this government is bound by every considera- 
tion of a commercial treaty, which while it will) tion of interest as well as of sympathy, to see that 
open hew advantages to the agricultural interests of | she shall be left free to act, especially in regard to 
the United States, and a more free and expanded | her domestic affairs, unawed by force, and unres- 
field for commercial operations, will affect injurious- | trained by the policy or views of other countries.— 
ly no existing interest of the Union. Should the |In full view of all these considerations, the execu- 
negotiation be crowned with success, its results wili| tive has not hesitated to express to the government 
, be communicated to both houses of congress. of Mexico how deeply it deprecated a continuance 
| J communicate herewith certain despatches re-|of the war, and how anxiously it desired to witness 
ceived from our minister at Mexico, and also a cor-|its termination. I cannot but think that it becomes 
_respondence, which has recently occurred between | the United States, as the oldest of the American re- 
| the envoy from that republic and the secretary of} publics, to hold a 'anguage to Mexico upon this sub- 
'state. It must be regarded as a little extraordinary | ject of an unambiguous character. It is time that 
| that the government of Mexico, in anticipation of a | this war hed ceased. There must be a linit to all 
| public discussion, which it has been pleased to infer | wars; and if the parent state, after some eight years 
from newapaper publications, as likely to take place | struggle, has failed to reduce to submission a portion 
‘in congress, relating to the annexation of Texas to/of its subjects standing out in revolt agaiust i, and 
‘the United States, should havo so far anticipated the | who have not only proclaimed themselves to be in- 
result of such discussion as to have announced its | dependent, but have been recognized as such by oth- 
' determination to visit any such anticipated decision }er powers, she ought not to expect that other nations 
by a formal declaration of war against the U. States. | will quietly Jook on, to their obvious injury, upon a 
‘If designed to prevent congress irom imtroducing protraction of hostilities. These United States 
| that question as a fit subject for its calm deliberation | threw off their colonial dependence, and established 
‘and final judgment, the executive have no reason to) independent governments, and Great Britain, after 
doubt that it will entirely fail of its object. ‘The| having wasted her energies in the attempt to subdue 
| representatives of a brave and patriotic peop!e will| them for a less period than Mexico has atlempted to 
suffer no apprehensions of future consequences to| subjugate Texas, had the wisdom and- justice to 
'embarrass them in the course of their proposed de- | acknowledge their independence, thereby recognising 
‘Jiberations. Nor will the executive department of | the obligation which rested on her as one of the fam- 
the government fail, for any such cause, to discharge |ily of nations. An example thus set by one of the 
| its whole duty to the country. proudest as well as most powerful nations of the 


are ‘teal ade 08 _ earth, it could in no way disparage Mexico toimi- 
vane tga yengrbggiedhage dh nn te tate. While, therefore, the executive would deplore 
‘San Jacinto, consisted for the most part of predatory | 2"Y collision with reer eA NY ar ora rep: of the 
incursions, which, while they have been attended {riendly relations Which CXist Daiween the. twoesun- 
with much of suffering to individuals, and have kept tries, it cannot permit that government to control its 
‘the borders of the two countries in a state of constant | Policy, whatever it may be, towards Texas; but will 
‘alarm, have failed to approach to any definitive re- treat her as by the recognition of her independence, 
‘sult. Mexico has fitted out no formidable armament | the United States have long since declared they 
by land or by sea for the subjugation of Texas.— would do, as entirely independent. of Mexico. The 
| Eight years have now elapsed since Texas declared high obligations of public — — enforce from the 
‘her independence of Mexico, and during that time constituted suthygrities of . nv a bet yee policy 
she has been recognized as a sovereign power by sev- ce the eres pg eon ae gg will have 
eral of the principal civilized states. Mexico, nev- 00 9 y contributed php se oe ne CROCONNS TER 
‘ertheless, perseveres in her plans of reconquest, and |S¥°" tipi. pts ke ut Sp confidence throw itself 
| refuses to recognize her independence. ‘I'he preda- | "POP the patriotism of the people to sustain the gov- 


‘tory incursions to which I have alluded, have been |¢"ment in its course of action. 
Measures of an unusual character have recently 





attended in one instance, with the breaking up of the 
|courts of justice by the seizing upon the persons of | been adopted by the Mexican government calculated 
'the judges, jury, and officers of the court, andj in no smail degree to alfect the trade of other nations 
dragging them along with unarmed, and therefore | with Mexico, and to operate injuriously to the U. 
| non-combatant citizens, into a cruel and oppressive | States. All foreigners by a decree of the 23d day 
bondage, thus leaving crime to go unpunished and | of September, and after six months from the day of 
\immorality to pass unreproved. A border warfare | its promulgation, are forbidden to carry on the 
is evermore to be deprecated, and over such a war business ol selling by retail any goods within the 
|as has existed for so many years between these two| confines of Mexico. Against this decree our minis- 
states, humanity has had greut cause to /ament.— | ter has not failed to remonstrate. 

| Nor is such a condition of things to be deplored only The trade heretofore carried on by our citizens 
| because of the individual suffering attendant upon it. | with Santa Fe, in which much capital was already 
| The effects are fur more extensive. The Creator of | invested, and which was becoming of daily increasing 
the universe has given man the earth for his resting | importance, has suddenly been arrested by a decree 
place, and its fruits for his subsistence. Whatever, |of virtual prohibition on the part of the Mexican 
| therefore shall make the first or any part of ita scene | government. Whatever may be the right of Mexico 
|of desolation, affects injuriously his heritage, and | to prohibit any particular course of trade, to the ci- 
/may be regarded as a general calamity. Wars may | tizens or subjects of foreign powers, this late proce- 
sometimes be necessary; butall the nations have a/dure, to say the leastof it, wearsa harsh and un- 
common interest in bringing them speedily to aclose. | {riendly aspect. 


'The United States have an immediate interest msee-| The instalments on the claims recently settled by 


| 


le 


ing an end put tothe state of hostilities existing be-|the convention with Mexico have been punctually 
ltween Mexico and Texas. They are our neighbors, | paid as they have fallen due, and our minister ts en- 
‘of the same continent, with whom we are not only | gaged in urging the establishment of anew commis- 
| desirous of cultivating the relations of amity, but of |sion in pursuance of the convention for the settle- 
the most extended commercial intercourse, and to| ment of unadjusted claims. 

practice all the rights of a neighborhood hospitality.| With the other American states our relations of 
Our own interests are deeply involved in the matter, | amity and good will have remained uninterrupted. 
Our minister near the republic of New Grenada, 
| we cannot hope to escape tie effects of a spirit of | has succeeded in effecting an adjustment of the claim 
jealousy on the part of both of the powers. Norj| upon that government tor the schooner By Chance,” 


tercourse with each other and with foreign states, can this government be indifferent to the fact that a| which had been pending for many years. ‘The ciaim 


offers to the latter the most valuable exchanges on 


warfare, such as is waged between those two nations | for the brig “Morris,” which had its origin during 


principles more liberai than are offered in the fiscal is calculated to weaken both powers, and finally to| the existence of the republic of Columbia, and in- 


system of any other European power. From its 


render them, and es ecially the weaker of the two |demnification for which, since the dissolution of that 


origin, the importance of the German Union has the subject of interference on the part of stronger | republic, has devolved on its several members, will 
never been lost sightof by the United States. The and more powerful nations, which, intent only on | be urged with renewed zeal. 


industry, morality and other valuable qualities of the advancing their peculiar views, may sooner or later 
German nation, have always been well known and attempt to bring about*a compliance with terms, as! ment of Brazil has adjusted the claim upon tuat gos 


J have much pleasure in saying that the govern- 
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vernment in the case of the schooner “John 5. Bry- 
an,”’ and that sanguine hopes are entertained that the 
saine spirit of justice will influence its councils in 
arriving at dn early decision upon the remaining 
claims; thereby removing al] cause of dissension be- 
tween two powers, whose interests are to some ex- 
tent interwoven with each other. 

Our minister at Chilihas succeeded in inducing a 
recognition by that government, of the adjustment 
effected by his predecessor of the first claims in the 
case of the “Macedonian.” The first instalment 
has been received by the claimants in the United 
States. 

Notice of the exchange of ratifications of the trea- 
ty with Peru, which will take place at Lima, has not 

et reached this country, but is shortly expected to 
be received, when the claims upon that republic will 
doubtless be liquidated and paid. 


In consequence of a misunderstanding between this 
government and that of Buenos Ayres, occurring 
several years ago, this government has remained un- 
represented at that court, while a minister from it 
has been constantly resident here. The causes of 
irritation have in a great measure passed away, and 
it is in contemplation, in view of important inter- 
ests which have grown up in that country, at some 
early period during the present session of congress, 
with the concurrence of the senate, to restore diplo- 
matic relations between the two countries. 

Under the provisions of an act of congress of the 
Jast session, a minister was despatched from the U. 
States to China, in August of the present year, who, 
from the latest accounts we have from him, was at 
Suez, in Egypt, on the 25th of September last, on 
his route to China. 

In regard to the Indian tribes residing within our 
jurisdictional limits, the greatest vigilance of the 
government has been exerted to preserve them at 
peace among themselves, and to inspire them with 
feelings of confidence in the justice of this govern- 
ment, and to cultivate friendship with the border 
inhabitants. This has happily succeeded toa great 
extent; but it is a subject of regret that they suffer 
themselves in some instances to be imposed up- 
on by artful and designing nen—and this notwith- 
standing all the efforts of the government to pre- 


vent it. 
The receipts into the treasury for the calendar 


F : ; _ ‘ { 
year 1843, exclusive of loans, were little more than 


eighteen milHons of dollars; and the expenditures, 
exclusive of payments on the public debt, will have 
been about twenty-three millions of dollars. By the 
act of 1842, a new arrangement of the fiscal year 
was made, so that it shall commence on the Ist day 
of July in each year. The saccounts and estimates 
for the current fiscal year, will show that the loans 
and treasury notes made and issued before the c lose 
of the last congress, to meet the anticipated deficien- 
cy, have not been entirely adequate. Although on 
the Ist of October last, there was a balance in the 


treasury in consequence of the provision thus made | 


of $3,914,082 77, yet the appropriations already 
made by congress will absorb that balance, and leave 
a probable deficiency of two millions of dollars at the 
close of the present fiscal year. ‘There are outstanding 
treasury notes to about the amount of four miilion 
six hundred thousand dollars; and should they be re- 
turned upor the treasury during the fiscal year, they 
will require provision for their redemption. | do not 
however regard this as probable, since they have ob- 
viously entered into the currency of the country, and 
wil] continue to form a portion of it, if the system 
now adopted be continued, The loan of 1341, 
amounting to $5,672,976 88, falls due on the Ist of 
January 1845, and must be provided for or postpon- 
ed by a new loan. ( , 

venue should be materially increased by you, there 
will be a probable deficiency for the service of the 


: RAS F ‘or a 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1545, of upwares ot | 


four millions of dollars. 

The delusion incident to an enormously excessive 
paper circulation, which gave a fictilious value O 
every thing, and stimulated adventure and specula- 
Jation to an extravagant extent, has been happily 
succeeded by the substitution of the precious metals 


and paper promptly redeemable in specie, and thus | 


false values have disappeared, and a sounder condition 
of things has been introduced. mn, al 
though intimately connected with the prosperity of 
the country, has nevertheless been attended with 
much embarrassment tothe government, in its finan- 
cigl concerns. So long as the foreign importers 
could receive payment for their cargoes in a curren- 
cy of greatly less value than that in Europe, but ful- 
ly available here in the purchase of our agricultural 

roductions, their profits being immeasurably aug- 
mented by the operation, the shipments were large 

ad the revenues of goyernment became superabun- 


gent. 


And unless the resources of re- | 


This transition, al- | 





lation from a nominal and apparéntly real value, in 
the first stages of its existence, to an obviously de- 


answered the purposes of exchange or barter, and its 
ultimate substitution by a sound metallic and paper 
circulation combined, has been attended by dimin- 
ished importations, and a consequent falling off in 
ithe revenue. This has induced congress, from 1837, 
{o resort to the expedient of issuing treasury notes, 
and finally of funding them, in order to supply defi- 
ciencies. I cannot, however, withhold the remark 
‘that it is in no way compatible with the dignity of 
the goverment that a public debt should be created 
in time of peace to meet the current expenses of the 
government, or that temporary expedients should be 
resorted to an hour longer than it is possible to avoid 
them. The executive can dono more than apply 
the means which congress places in its hands fer the 
support of government; and happily for the good of 
the country, and for the preservation of its liberties, 
it possesses no power to levy exactions on the peo- 
ple, or to force from them contributions to the public 
revenue in any form. It can only recommend such 
measures as may, in its opinion, be ealled for by the 
wants of publie service, to congress, with whom 
alone rests the power to ‘‘lay and collect taxes, du- 
lies, imposts, and excises.”” This duty has upon se- 
veral occasions heretofore been performed. The 
present condition of things gives a flattering promise 
that trade and commerce are rapidly reviving, 
and, fortunately for the country, the sources of reve- 
nue have only to be opened, in order to prove abun- 
dant. 


While we can anticipate no considerable increase 
ip the proceeds of the sales of the public lands for 
reasons perfectly obvious to all, for several years to 
/come, yet the public Jands cannot otherwise than be 


1 
' 


jregarded as the foundation of the public credit.— 
| With so large a body of the most fertile lands in the 
world under the control and at the disposal of the 
government, no one can reasonably doubt the entire 
ability of the government to meetits engagements 
under every emergency. In seasons of trial and 
difficulty similar to those through which we are pas- 
sing, the capitalist makes his investment in the go- 
vernment stocks with the most assured confidence of 
ultimate reimbursement; and whatever may be said 
ina period of great financial prosperity, such as ex- 
\isted some years after 1833, I should regard it as 
suicidal in a season of financial embarrassment, either 
to alienate the lands themselves, or the proceeds 
arising from their sales. The first and paramount 
duty of those to whom may be entrusted the admin- 
istration of public affairs, is to guard the public 
credit. In re-establishing the credit of this central 
government, the readiest and most obvious mode is 
‘taken to restore the credit of the states. The ex- 
| tremities can only be made sound by producing a 
healthy action in the central government, and the 
| history of the present day fully establishes the fact, 
'that increase in the value of the stocks of this go- 
vernment will, in a majority of instances, be attend- 
ed by an increase in the value of the stocks of the 
states. It should, therefore, be a matter of general 
congratulation that amidst all the embarrassments 
arising from surrounding circumstances, the credit 
of the government shonld have been so fully restor- 
'ed that it has been enabled to effect a toan of seven 
| millions of dollars to redeem that amount of treasu- 
|ry notes, on terms more favorable than any that 
| have been offered for many years. And the six per 
| cent. stock which was created in 1842, has advanced 
| 
\ 
| 
} 











in the hands of the holders to nearly twenty per cent. 
above its par value. The confidence of the people 
in the integrity of their government has thus been 
signally manifested, ‘These opinions relative to the 
public lands do not in any manner conflict with the 
observance of the most liberal policy towards those 
of our fellow citizens who press forward into the 
wilderness and are the pioneers in the work of its 
reclamation. In securing to all such their rights of 
pre-emption, the government performs but an act of 
retributive justice for sufferings encountered and 
| hardships endured, and finds ample remuneration in 


| piness which it imparts. 

Should a revjsion of the tariff, with a view to 
revenue, become necessary in the estimation of con- 
gress, | doubt not you will approach the subject with 
a just and enlightened regard to the interests of the 
whole Union. The principles and views which | 
have heretofore had occasion to submit, remain un- 
changed: It can, however, never be too often re- 
| peated, that the prominent interest of every impor- 
| tant pursuit of life, requires for success, permanency 
land stability in legislation. These can only he at- 
| tained by adopting as the basisof action, moderation 
_in all things, which js as indispensably necessary to 
secure the harmonious action of the political as of 


| 
| 
| 


preciated value in its second, so that it no longer | 


the comiorts which its policy ensures, and the hap- | 


one section of the country should desire to have its 
| supposed interests advanced at the sacrifice of al] 
others; but union being the great interest, equal] 
precious to all. should be fostered and sustained by 
mutual concessions and the cultivation of that Spirit 
of compromise from which the constitution itself 
proceeded. : 

You will be informed, by the report from the 
treasury department, of the measures taken under 
the act of the last session, authorizing the re-issue of 
treasury notes in lieu of those then outstanding.— 
The system adopted in pursuance of existing laws, 
seems well calculated to save the country a large 
amount of interest, while it affords conveniences and 
obviates dangers and expense in the transmission of 
funds to disbursing agents. I refer you also to that 
report for the means propose by the secretary to in- 
crease the revenue, and particularly to that portion 
of it which relates to the subject of the warehousing 
system, which I earnestly urged upon congress at its 
last session, and as to the importancé of which my 
opinion has undergone no change. 


In view of the disordered condition of the curren- 
cy at the time, and the high rates of exchange be- 
tween different parts of the country, I felt it to be in- 
cumbent on me, to present to the consideration of 
your predecessors, a proposition conflicting in no de- 
gree with the constitution, or with the rights of the 
states, and having the sanction not in detail, but in 
principle, of some of the eminent men who had pre- 
ceded me in the executive office. That proposition 
contemplated the issuing of treasury notes of deno- 
minations not less than five nor more than one hun- 
dred dollars, to be employed in payment of the obli- 
gations of the government in lieu of gold and silver, 
at the option of the publie creditor, and to an amount 
not exceeding $15,000,000. It was proposed to make 
them receivable everywhere, and to establish at va- 
rious points depositories of gold and silver to be held 
in trust for the redemption of such notes, so as to 
ensure their convertibility into specie. No doubt was 
entertained that such notes would have maintained a 
par value with gold and silver, thus furnishing a paper 
currency of equal value over the union, thereby 
meeting the just expectations of the people and ful- 
filling the duties of a parental goverament. Whether 
the depositories should be permitted to sell or pur- 
chase bills under very jimiled restrictions, together 
with all its other details, was submilted to the wisdom 
' of congress, and was regarded as of secondary impor- 
tance. | thought then, and think now, that such an 
arrangement wou!d have been attended with the bap 
pites results. The whole matter of the currency would 
have been placed where by the constitution it was 
designed to be placed under the immediate supervi- 
sion and control of congress. ‘The action of the gov- 
ernment would have been independent of all corpo- 
rations, and the same eye which rests unceasingly 
on the specie currency and guards it against adulte- 
ration, would also have rested on the paper curren- 
cy, tocontrol and regulate its issues and protect it 
against depreciation. ‘The same reasons which would 
forbid congress from parting with the power over the 
coinage, would seem to operate with nearly equal 
force in regard to any substitution for the precious 
metals inthe form ofa circulating medium. Paper, 
when substituted for specie, constitutes a standard of 
value by which the operations of society are regulat- 
ed and whatsoever causes its depreciation, affects 
society to an extent nearly, if not quite, equal to the 
adulteration of the coin. Nor can I withhold the re- 
mark, that its advantages, contrasted with a Bank of 
the United States, apart from the fact that a bank was 
esteemed as obnoxious to public sentiment, as well 
on the score of expediency as of constitutionality, ap- 
peared to me to be striking and obvious. The re- 
lief which abank would afford by an issue of $15,- 
000 000 of its notes, judging from the experience of 
ithe late United States Bank, would not have oecur- 
red in less than fifteen years; whereas, under the pro- 
posed arrangement, the relief arising from the issue 
of $15,000,000 of treasury notes would have been 
consummated in one year; thus furnishing in one-fif- 
| teenth part of the time in which a Bank could have 
accomplisbed it, a paper medium of exchange, equal 
in amount to the real wants of the country, at par 
value with gold and silver. The saving to the go- 
vernment would have been equal to all the interest 
whicn it has had to pay on treasury notes of previous 
as well as subsequent issues, thereby relieving the 
government, and at the same time affording re- 
lief to the people. Under all the responsibilities at- 
tached to the station which I occupy, and in redemp- 
tion of a pledge given to the last congress at the close 
of its first session, | submitted the suggestion to its 
consideration at two consecutive sessions. The re- 
commendation, however, met with no favor at its 
hands. While Lam free to admit, that the necessi- 
| ties of the times have since become greatly amelio- 





But the change in the character of the cireu-|the ammal system. In our political organization, no | rated, and that there is good reason to hope that the 
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country is safely and rapidly emerging from the dif- 
ficulties and embarrassments which every where sur- 
rounded it in 1841, yet I cannot but think that its re- 
storation to a sound and healthy condition would be 
greatly expedited by a resort to the expedient ina 
modified form. 

The operations of the treasury now rest onthe 
act of 1789, and the resolution of 1816, and those 
laws have been so administered as to produce as 
great a quantum of good to the country as their pro- 
visions are capable of yielding. If there had been 
any distinct expression of opinion going toshow that 
public sentiment is averse to the plan either as here- 
tofore recommended to congress,or in a modified 
form, while my own opinion in regard to it would 
remain unchanged, [ shoul! be very far from again 
presenting it to your consideration. The govern- 
ment has originated with the states and the people, 
for their own benefitand advantage; and it would be 
subversive of the foundation principles of the politi- 
cal edifice which they have reared, to persevere in a 
measure which in their mature judgments, they 


It gives ’ 
loss of the steam ship ‘*Missouri,” by fire, in the 
Bay of Gibraltar, where she had stopped to renew 
her supplies of coal, on her voyage to Alexandria, 
'with Mr. Cushing, the American minister to China 
‘on board. There is ground for high commendation 
‘of the officers and men, for the coolness and intrepi- 
dity and perfect submission to discipline evinced un- 
der the most trying circumstances. Surrounded by 
‘araging fire, which the utmost exertions could not 
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me great pain to announce to you the in your judgment will be best calculated to consum- 





mate the liberal intent of the testator. 


When, under a dispensation of divine providence, 
I succeeded to the presidential office, the state of 
public affairs was embarrassing and critical. To add 
to the irritation consequent upon a long standing con- 
troversy with one of the most powerful nations of 


/modern times, involving not only questions of boun- 


subdue, and which threatened momentarily the ex-| 


_plusions of her well supplied magazines, the officers 
‘ry order with alacrity. 
ed. Itis well worthy of your consideration whe- 
this unfortunate affair should not be reimbursed to 


them. 
I cannot take leave of this painful subject without 





} 
| 


_adverting to the aid rendered upon the occasion, by | 


‘the British authorities at Gibraltar, and the com-| 


had cither repudiated or condemned. ‘The will of mander, officers, and crew of the British ship of the 


our constituents, clearly expressed, should be re- 
garded as the light to guide our footsteps; the true 
difference between a monarchical or aristocratical 
government anda republic, being, that in the first 
the will of the few prevails over the will of the ma- 
ny, while in the last the will of the many should be 
alone consulted. 

The report of the secretary of war will bring you 
acquainted with the condition of that important 
branch of the public service. ‘lhe ar:ny may be 
regarded in consequence of the small number of the 
rank and file in each company and regiment, as lit- 
tle more than a nucleus around which to rally the 
military force of the country in case of war, and yet 


its services in preserving the peace of the frontiers 


are of a most important nature. In all cases of 
emergency, the reliance of the country is properly 
placed in the militia of the several states, and it may 
well deserve the consideration of congress, whether 
a new and more perfect organization might not be 
introduced, looking matmly to the volunteer compa- 
nies of the Union for the present, and of easy ap- 
plication to the great body of the militia in time of 
war. 


The expenditures of the war department have | 


been considerably reduced in the last two years; 
contingencies, however, may arise, which would 
call for the filling upof the regiments with a full 
complement of men, and make it very desirable to 
remount the corps of dragoons, which by an actof 
the last congress was directed to be dissolved. 

I refer you to the accompanying report of the se. 
eretary for information in relation to the navy of the 
United States. While every effort has been and 
will continue to be made to retrench all superfiui- 
ties and lop off all excrescences which from time to 


time may have grown up, yet it has not been re-| 


garded as wise or prudent to recommend any material 
change in the annual appropriations. ‘The interests 
which are involved are of too important a charac- 
ter to lead to the recommendation of any other thana 
liberal policy. Adequate appropriations ought to be 
made to enable the executive to fit out all the ships 


° . . . ° | 
that are now in a course of building, or that require | 


repairs, for active service in the shoriest possible 
time, should any emergency arise which may require 
it. An efficient navy, while itis the cheapest means 
of public defence, eulists in its support the feelings 
of pride and contidence which brilliant deeds and 
heroic valor have heretofore served to strengthen 
and confirm. 

I refer you particularly to that part of the secre- 
tary’s report which has relerence to recent experi- 
ments in the application of steam and in the con- 
struction of war steamers, made under the superin- 
tendence of distinguished oflicersof the navy. In 
addition to other manifest improvements in the con- 
struction of thesteam engine and application of the 
motive power, which has rendered them more ap- 
propriate to the uses of ships of war, one of those 
Officers has brought into use apower which makes 
the steam ship most formidable either for attack or 
defence. 1 cannot tov strongly recommend this sub- 
ject to your consideration, and do not hesitate to ex- 
press my erilire conviction of its great importance. 

I call your particular attention also to that por- 
tion of the secretary’s report which has reference to 
the act of the late session of congress which prohi- 
bited the transfer of any balance of appropriation 
from other heads of appropriation to that for build- 
ing, equipment, and repair. The repeal of that pro- 
hidition will enable the department to give renewed 
employment to a Jarge class of workmen who have 
been necessarily discharged in consequence of the 
want of means to pay them—a circumstance attend- 
ed, especially at this season of the year, with much 
privation and suffering. 


‘the bay. Every thing that generosity or humanity 
‘could dictate, was promptly performed. It is by 
;such acts of good will by one to another of the fa- 
'mily of nations, that fraternal feelings are nourished 


{ 


_and the blessings of permanent peace secured. 


| The report of the postmaster general will bring | 


| you acquainted with the operations of that depart- 
{ment during the past year, and will suggest to you 
‘such modifications of the existing laws as in your 


(quire. The change which the country has under- 
_gone of late years in the mode of travel and trans- 
/portation has afforded sé many facilities for the 
| transmission of mail matter out of the regular mail, 
| as to require the greatest vigilance and circumspec- 
‘tion in order to enable tne officer at the head of the 
|department to restrain the expenditures within the 
j;income. There is also too much reason to fear that 
| the franking privilege has run into great abuse. ‘The 
‘department nevertheless has been conducted with 
| the greatest vigor, and has attained at the least pos- 
sible expense, all the useful objects for which it was 
| established. 


in the belief that nothing has been left undone which 
| was called for by a true spirit of economy, or by a 
| system of accountability rigidly enforced. This is 
| in some degree apparent from the fact that the Goy- 
|ernment has sustained no loss by the default of any 
‘of its agents. Inthe complex, but at the same time, 
| beautiful machinery of our system of Government, 
itis not a matter of surprise, that some remote agen- 
cy may have failed for an instant to fulfil its desired 
| office; but I feel confident in the assertion that nothing 
/has occurred to interrupt the harmonious action of 
the Government itself, and that while the laws have 
| been executed with efficiency and vigor, the rights 
neither of States nor individuals have been trampled 
on or disregarded. 

In the mean time the country has been steadily 
advanciug in all that contributes to national great- 
iness. The tide of population continues unbrokenly 
to flow into the new States and territories, where a 
refuge is found not only for our native born fellow- 
citizens, but for emigrants from all parts of the civ- 


the blessings of our free institutions, aud to aid by 
| their labor to swell the current of our wealth and 
power, 

Jt is due-to every consideration of public policy 
that the Jakes and rivers of the West should receive 
all such attention at the hands of Cungress as the 
Constitution will enable it to bestow. Works in fa- 


found to be as indispensably necessary in case of war 


fortifications on the Atlantic sea board. The appro- 
priation made by the last Congress for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi river, has 
been diligently and efficiently applied. 

] cannot close this communication, gentlemen, 
without recommending to your most favorable con- 
sideration, the interests of this District. Appointed 
by the Constitution its exclusive legislators, and form- 
ing in this particular the only anomaly in our sys- 
iem of Government of the Legislative body being 
elected by others than those for whose advantage 
they are to legislate, you will feel a superadded ob- 
ligation to look well into their condition, and to leave 
no cause for complaint or regret. The seat of gov- 
ernment of our associated republics cannot but be 
regarded as worthy of your parental care. 

In connexion with its other interests, as well as 
those of the whole country, | recommend that. at 





ilized world, who come among us to partake of 


vorable and proper situations on the lakes would be | 
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Opinion the exigencies of the public service may re- | 


| 





| York. 


_ment of Mexico remained unadjusted, and a war of 


at 73 ” H 7} ; > in} ‘ ° 
line “Malabar,” which was lying at the time in’ several years’ continuance with the savage tribes of 


dary, which under the most favorable circumstances, 
are always embarrassing, but at the same time im- 
portant and high principles of maritime law—border 


ior controversies between the citizens and subie 
exhibited no signs of fear, and the men obeyed eve-. jects of the 


Nor was she abandoned un- | 


til the last gleamof hope of saving her had expit-| consequences. 


. | things were greatly heightened by the arre: lim- 
ther the losses sustained by the officers and crew in| a " ‘Bete re 


two countries had engendered a state of feeling and 
of conduct which threatened the most calamitous 
The hazards incident to this state of 


prisonment of a subject of Great Britain, who acting 


| as it was alleged, as a part of a military force, had 
| aided in the commission of an act violative of the 


territorial jurisdiction of the United States, and in- 
volving the murder of a citizen of the state of New 
A large amount of claims against the govern- 


Florida still prevailed, attended with the desolation 
of alarge portion of that beautiful territory, and 
with the sacrifice of many valuable lives. To in- 
crease the embarrassments of the government, indi- 
vidual and state credit had been nearly stricken 
down,’and confidence in the general government was 
s0 much impaired that loans of a small amount could 
only be negotiated at a considerable sacrifice. As a 
necessary consequence of the blight which had fallen 
on commerce and mechanical industry, the ships of 
the one were thrown out of employment, and the 
operations of the other had been greatly diminished. 
Owing to the condition of the currency, exchanges 
between different ports of the country had become 
ruinously high, and trade had to depend on a depre- 
ciated paper currency in conducting its transactions. 
I shall be permitted to congratulate the country, that 
under an overruling Providence peace was preserved 
withouta sacrifice of the national honor; the war in 
Florida was brought toa speedy termination; a large 
portion of the claims on Mexico have been fully ad- 


| judicated and are in a course of payment; while 


] 


} 
} 


In regard to all the Departments, I am quite happy | 





to carry on safe and successful naval operations, as! , 


full justice had been rendered to us in other matters 
by other nations; confidence between man and man 
is is a great measure restored, and the credit of this 
government fully and perfectly re-establishod.— 
Commerce is becoming more and more extended in 
its operations, and manufacturing and mechanical 
industry once more reap the rewards of skill and la- 
bor honestly applied. ‘The operations of trade rest 
on a sound currency, and the rates of exchange are 
reduced to the lowest amount. In this condition of 
hings I have felt it to be my duty to bring to your 
favorable consideration matters of great interest in 
their present and ultimate results, aud the only desire 
wiiich I feel in connection with the future is, and 
will continue to be, to leave the country prosperous, 
and its institutions unimpaired. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, December, 1843. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS 
FIRST SESSION. 


9 





SENATE. 
December 4. At noon the Hon. W. P. Mangum, 
president of the senate, took the chair, and called the 
senate to order; when it appeared that the following 


‘senators were present, viz: From 


Maine—Jolin Fairfield, George Evans. 

New Hampshire—Levi Woodbury, C. G. Atherton. 
Vermont—Samuel Phelps, Wm. C. Upham. 
Massachuselts—Isaac C. Bates. 

Rhode Island—Wm. Sprague. 

Connecticut—J. W. Huntington. 

New York—N. P. Tallmadge, Silas Wright. 

New Jersey—Jacob W. Miller, Wm. Dayton. 
Pennsylvania—Daniel W. Sturgeon, Jas. Buchanan. 
Delaware—Thomas Clayton. 

Maryland—W m. D. Merrick. 

Virginia—William C. Rives, Wm. S. Archer. 

N. Carolina—W. P. Mangum, W. H. Haywood je. 
Georgia—W. T. Colquitt. 
Alabama—Wm. R. King. 

Tennessee—ti. H. Foster, Spencer Jarnagin. 
Kentucky—J. T. Morehead, John J. Crittenden. 
Ohio—-Benjamin Tappan, William Allen. 
Indiana— Albert S. White, E. A. Hannegan. 
Iilinois—James Semple, Sidney Breese. 
Missouwri—Thos. H. Benton, David R. Atchison. 
Arkansa;—Win. 8. Fulton. 


The credentials of the following senators were 


your present session you adopt such measures, in or-| then severally read, after which they were duly qua- 
der to carry into effect the Smithsonian bequest, as lificd and took their seats: 
y ] ? 
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Hon. Mr. Atherton, of New Hampshire; Mr. Hay- 
ssood, of North Carolina; Mr. Colquitt, of Georgia; 
Messrs. Foster and Jarnagin, of Tennessee; Mr. Han- 
negan, of Indiana; Messrs. Semple and Breese, of Illi- 
nois; and Mr. Atchison, of Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. Crittenden, it was 

Resolved, 'That a message be sent to the house of re- 
presentatives informing that body that a quorum of the 
senate had assembled, and that it was ready to proceed 


to business. ; Fo OP be 
The usual resolutions incident to the organization 


of the body were then adopted, when the senate ad- 
journed. 

Decemser 5. Present in addition to those of yes- 
terday, Messrs. Sevier, Bayard, McDuffie, and Berrien. 

A joint committee consisting of Mr. Phelps and Mr. 
King was appointed to join that of the house to wait 
upon the President and inform him that the two 
houses were prepared to receive any communication 
he may be pleased to make. 

Mr. Woodbury presented resolutions of the New 
Hampshire legislature asking for an unconditional 
repayment of the fine imposed on General Jackson. 
Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Merrick gave notice that he would take the 
earliest opportunity to introduce the following: viz: 

A bill to redudée the rates of postage. 

A bill for the better regulation of the transporta- 
tion of the mail. 

The President’s message was received and read 
and the usual number, with accompanying docu- 
ments. were ordered to be printed. 

The senate proceeded to ballot for its printer: the 
vote stood. for Gales & Seaton 23, Blair & Rives 17. 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton were declared to be elected. 
and the senate adjourned. 


DecemsBer 6. Present besides those of yesterday, 
Messrs. Woodbridge, of Michigan, and Henderson and 
Walker, of Mississipp1. 

Mr. Ruchanan presented the petition of Mary Ree- 
side, widow of the late James Reeside, asking that 
the sum found due to her late husband fromm the go- 
vernment may be paid to her. ($180,000 ] 

Mr. Henderson gave notice of his intention to bring 
in a bill to confirm the survey and location of claims 
for lands in the state of Mississippi, east of Pearl ri- 
ver and south of the thirty-first degree of north lati- 
tude. 

"eh. Walker gave notice of his intention to bring 
in a bill providing for the reduction and graduation 
of the price of the public lands. 

The senate adjourned. 


—_——-— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, Dec. 4. At 12 M. the house was called 
to order by Matthew St. C. Clarke, Esq. clerk of the 
house of representatives of the 27th congress. The 
clerk then proceeded to call the roll and having arriv- 
ed at the names returned for the state of N. Hamp- 
shire, 

Mr. Campbell rose and said he would take the Ji- 
berty of calling attention to the second section of the 
apportionment act of the last congress, viz: 

“Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That in every 
case where a state is entitled to more than one re- 
presentative, the number to which each state shall be 
entitled under this apportionment, shail be elect- 
ed by districts composed of contiguous territory, 
equal in nu.nber to the number of representatives to 
which said state may be entitled; no one district elect- 
ing more than one representative.” 

Mr. Campbell wish to offer the following resolu- 
tion. 


gress of the United States now assembled, by general! 
consent, will proceed, through the acting clerk, to call 
the names of gentlemen whose right to seats are not dis- 
puted fur want of compliance with the provisions of an 
act entitled “an act for the apportionmentof representa- 
tives among the 8everal states accordiug to the sixth cen- 
sus,’ approved, June 25, 1842; and after the names of 
such members elect are all called, and before they pro- 
ceed to elect a speaker or other officer, they shall hear 
and decide upon ull credentials, ceruficates, and other 
claims to seats in the House of Representatives under the 
constitution of the United States and the laws of the re- 
spective states.” 

The clerk said that he did not fee) that he had 
any authority to submit the resolution to the vote of 
the house. ; 

Mr. Campbell then proceeded to read the resolution 
himself, but the house generally objected. 

The clerk continued the roll call and at its con- 
clusion announced that one hundred and eighty-nine 
members had answered to their names; and that a 
quorum being now present, the house would, if it 
were its pleasure, proceed to ballot for a speaker. 

Mr. Barnard arose for the purpose of presenting a 
brief paper which he would read in his place. Mr 
Dromgoole, Duncan, &c. ubjected. Mr. J. R. Ingersoli 
moved that the gentleman have leave to read the 


paper. The clerk having put the question on grant- 
ing the leave, the vote stood, ayes 69, noes 124. So 
leave was refused. 

Mr. Barnard desired to say that he never should 
have asked the leave himself. because he claimed it 
as strictly his right to present and read this paper 
in his place; but he should make no further attempt 
todoso. He desired it, however, to be understood 
that the paper contained a declaration of more than 
fifty gentlemen of that house concerning the uncon- 
stitutionality and utter irregularity of the house be- 


ing organized with the aid of certain persons of New | 


Hampshire, Georgia, Mississippi, and Missouri, who 
had not been elected as members in conformity with 
law.* 





*THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF THE PROTEST: 

The roll of representatives elected to the 28th 
congress having now been called by the clerk, ac- 
cording to usage, and a quorum of members, whose 
right to participate in the act of organizing the 
House of Representatives is undisputed, having ap- 
peared and answered to their names, this body 1s 


The house then proceeded to vote on motion of Mr. 
Weller, viva voce, for a speaker. The vote resulted 
for John W. Jones of Virginia 128, for John White 59° 
for Williams Wilkins 1. Whole vote 188, necessary 
for a choice 95. — 

Mr. Jones was then conducted to the chair by Mr. 
Coles, of Virginia, and Mr. Adams, of Massachnisetty. 
Mr. Dixon H. Lewis. of Alabama, administered to the 
speaker the usual oath of office. The Speaker then 
rose and addressed the house as follows: 

**Gentlemen of the House of Representatives. 

“Called to preside over your deliberations, I re. 
turn to you, gentlemen, my sincere thanks for this 
proof of your confidence, and for the honor confer- 
red upon me; with an assurance on my part that [| 
shall endeavor faithfully to discharge the duties of 
this station, which has been assigned to me. And, 
in undertaking to do this, inexperienced as I am in 
much that relates to this, which to me is a new and 
untried station, I cannot but feel that I. shall ver 
often have occasion to throw myself upon your indul- 

gence, and to ask your aid. 

‘The history cf parliamentary proceedings in all 


about to proceed to the high duty of electing a! countries proves the necessity of adopting rules for 


speaker—to fill an office which, in point of dignity | 


and political consequence, is hardly second to any 
known to the constitution, after that of president of 
the United States. Before that high duty shall be 
entered upon, the undersigned, feeling a sense of 
solemn obligation to truth and of responsibility to 
God for what they utter and assert, are constrained 
to declare that, in their united and undoubting con- 
viction and judgment, a deep and grievous wound, 
perhaps never to be healed, will be inflicted on the 
constitution, and on law, order, and civil liberty, if 
the election of a speaker shall be conducted in the 
manner in which we have reason to apprehend it 
may be. 

Several persons from the state of New Hampshire, 
namely, Edmund Burke, John P. Hale, Moses Nor- 
ris, Jr. and John R. Reding: several persons, also, 
from the state of Georgia, namely, Howell Cobb, 
Hugh A. Haralson, and Absalom H. Chappell; one 
person from the state of Mississippi, namely Jacob 
Thompson; and persons from the state of Missouri, 
namely, Jas. M. Bowlin, Jas. M. Hughes, Jno. Jame- 
son, G. M. Bower, and James H. Relfe, have been 
called by the Clerk, are now in this hall, and have 
answered to their names in « manner to leave no 
doubt that their intent and purpose is to vote with 
the duly elected representatives of the people 
here present in the election of speaker, and to act 
and participate fully in the organization of the 
House of Representatives, as if they were members 
thereof. 

By the act of congress of June 25. 1842, “for the 
apportionment of representatives among the several 
states according to the sixth census,” it was enacted 
“that in every case where a state is entitled to more 
than one representative, the number to which each 
state shall be entitled under the apportionment 
shall be elected by districts composed of contigu- 
ous territory, equal in number to the number of 


representatives to which said state may be enti- | 
_Uled, no one district electing more than one repre- 


sentative.’ 
The several states above named have refused or 


the government of every deliberative assembly; they 


are rendered necessary not only to aid in the despatch 
| Of business, but to shield minorities from the en- 
‘croachments of power, and to protect from unneces- 


sary and wanton violence the feelings of those with 
whom it may be our duty to act. 

“Such rules as it may be your pleasure to adopt, 
it will become my duty to execute—a duty that I shai 
constantly Jabor to perform with strict impartially, 
with due regard for the rights and respect for the 
feelings of members. 





understand, that the persons above named presume to 
cal] themselves members of this body. 

But as no provision has been made by law for 
election by districts in these states, and no such elec- 
tion in fact held, how could any officer or function- 
ary in these states make a return of any such elec- 
tion? And as these states are not authorized by Jaw 





_to hold an election by general ticket, or otherwise 
than by districts, how can any officer: or functionary 
‘therein be authorized by Jaw to make a return of 
any such election? Weare not prepared to admit 
that any person from any of these states can have in 
his possession any legal documentary proof of his 
election as a representative for the 28th congress.— 
We are well aware, however, that an attempt, if 
now made, by motion or resolution, before the or- 
ganization of the house, to exclude the persons from 
all participation in that act, would be attended with 
‘great embarrassment and great delay, and with 
the hazard of confusion, violence, and anarchy in this 
hall 
We have concluded, therefore, to content ourselves, 
‘in this stage of the business of the house, with de- 
claring, in this formal and solemn manner, our con- 
demnation of a proceeding on the part of the per- 
sons we have named, which, if performed, we shall 
hold to be lawless and essentially revolutionary in 
its character, subversive of the constitution and of 
| all law and order, and tending directly to the de- 
struction of our free government. We declare that 
| we shall regard the election of Speaker, if effected 





Resolved, That the representatives elect of the con- 


| quired. (of constituiional sounduess. 


| above named proposed and intend to vole in the elec- 








failed to provide by law for the election by districts | by the votes of these persons, as an illegal election 
of representatives from those states respectively of | and a legal fraud upon the nation; and we shall not 
the 28th congress, each of them being entitled to} fail or cease, after this bcdy shall have been organ- 
more than one representative, and the people to | ized, and in the progress of the session, to make 
those states have failed, therefore, to elect repre- | every effort in our competency to vindicate the law 
sentatives by districts, of the Jaw of congress re- | to purge the house, and bring it back toa condition 
(Signed,) 

W. P. Thomasson, Ky. 

G. Davis, Ky. 

D. M. Barringer, N. C 
Willis Green, Ky. 

J. Brown, Penn. 

J. J. Vanmeter, Ohio. 

J. Irwin, Penn, 

Elias Florence, Ohio. 

J. Vance, Ohio. 

J. R. Giddings, Ohio. 

-4. Harper, Ohio. 


These facts are notorious, indisputable, and undis- | D. D. Barnard, N. Y. 
puted; they are known to all, and admitted by all.— K. Rayner, N.C. 
Failing to elect by districts, they have failed to elect R. C. Schneck, Ohio. 
at all, for all legal and constitutional purposes. They | .M. Brown, Tenn. 
could not elect, because there were no districts in| W. Hunt, N. Y. 
those states from which to elect. Election by gene- | 4sher Tyler, V. Y. 
ral ticket is no election. No existing and valid law | S. C. Sample, Inda. 
authorized any such election to be held; and noelec- | J. J. Hardin, Jil. 
tion, therefore, has been held in those states at which | 4. Ramsey, Penn. 
representatives for the 28th congress could be cho-| C H. Carroll ™. Y. 
sen. H. Fish, N. Y. 

It is understood, nevertheless, that the persons | S. oot, Vermont. M. H. Jenks, Penn. 

J. P. Pheniz, N. Y. 4. Smith, NM. Y. 

T. L. Clingman, N. C.D. R. Tilden, Dhio. 
H. Grider, Ky. C. Rogers, N. Y. 

T. J. Paterson, N. Y. C. Hudson, Mass. 

G. P. Marsh, Vermont. C. M. Reed, Penn. 

J. H. Peyton, Tenn. John Dickey, Penn. 

J. Q. Adams, Mass. 4. R. Melivaine, Penn. 
S. F. Vinton, Ohio. D. P. King, Mass. 
John While, Ky. J. Grinnell, Mass. 

W. A. Moseley, N. Y. E. R. Porter, R. I. 

J. Collamer, Vermont. H. Y. Cranston, &. I. 
W. Newton, Va. J. R. Ingersoll, Penn. 
S. Chilton, Va. Joseph Buffington, Penn. 
G. B. Rodney, Del. E. J. Morris, Penn. 

R. C. Winthrep:, Mass. 


tion for speaker, on the ground that they hold re- 
turns, or written certificates or commissions, drawn 
up in regular form purporting to be the evidence of 
their election as representatives. We hold that any 
returns they can have, do notgive them any title what- 
ever, when they are considered in connexion with 
the known law of the land. At tife same time, it is 
undoubtedly true that, by the parliameutary law, re- 
turns or certificates in regular form, by authorized 
junctionaries, made according to Jaw, are, in all 
cases, prima fucie evidence of election, and conclu- 
sive evidence of a right to assist in organizing the 
vody to which persons are thus returned; and it is 
under color of this rule of perliamentary Jaw, as we 
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As the representatives of a free people it would 
be presumptuous in me to attempt to impress upon 
you the just responsibility which belongs to the re- 

resentative character, or to poirt you to those acts 
rendered necessary to be performed by us, which lie 
so plainly in the path of our duty. The experience 
of the past will, I trust, enable us to avoid error, 
wherever it may be found to exist, while both duty 
and patriotism will call into action our warmest en- 
ergies to promote the best interests of our common 
country. Bound in a bond, I could hope, of perpe- 
tual union, with the hizhest ii.terests of a nation of 
freemen committed to our charge. may not the hope 
pe indulged that we shall ali enter upon the discharge 
of our duties in a spirit of kindness and harmony, of 
conciliation, forbearance, and mutual respect for 
each other, always remembering that we have pas- 
sions to control, duties to perform, and our country 
to serve? 

“Confidently relying, gentlemen, upon your co- 
operation and support to sustain me in my efforts to 
enforce the rules, and to preserve order and decorum 
in debate, | enter upon the discharge of the respon- 
sible duties which it has been your pleasure to assign 
me.”” , 

A message was received from the senate, (by A. 
Dickens, Exq. secretary,) informing the house that a 
quorum of the senate had assembled, and that that 
body was ready to proceed to business. 

The Speaker then administered to the members of 
the house, in the order of the states, the usual oath 
of office. 

On motion of Mr. Dromgoole a message was sent 
to the senate informing that body that the house was 
ready to proceed to business. 

A joint committee was appointed on the part of the 
house, composed of Messrs. C. J. Ingersoll, Wise, and 
Thompson, of Mississippi, to wait upon the president 
mm concert with such as the senate may-appoint 
for that purpose and inform him that a quorum of 
the two houses had assembled, and that congress was 
ready to receive any communication he might be 
pleased to make. 

The house then proceeded on motion of Mr. Drom- 
goole to adopt the rules and orders of the last house as 
the rules and orders of this house. 

Mr. Duncan moved to except the 31st rule, which 
restricts any member from speaking more than one 
hour to any question. 

The house refused to rescind the rule, by a vote of 
96 to 92. 

Mr. Adams moved to except the 23d rule (hitherto 
numbered the 2Ist) and which rule is ia the follow- 
ing words: 

‘No petition, memorial, resglution, or other paper 
‘praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
‘Columbia, or any state or territory, or the slave 
‘trade between the states or territories of the United 
‘States in which it now exists, shall be received 
‘by this house, or entertained in any way what- 
fever.” 

Mr. dams said he hoped that the majority would 
yield to his proposition; that they would be sensible 
that it had been of no benefit to them, and that it 
could be of no benefit to continue this rule; and, 
confident of the fact of the majority they have in 
this house, that they would be willing to dispose of 
petitions on whatever subjects in such manner as not 
to infringe upon the right of petition on the part of 
the people. He was not in a condition to argue this 
question; and if he was, he believed it was perfectly 
understood hy every member of the house and by 
the people out of doors. He presumed, if there had 
ever been any necessity for it, there was now no neces- 
sity whatever; that it could be of no effect, and that 
whatever petitions might be presented to this house 
on points which this rule declared the house would 
not receive, might be received without the slightest 
danger to any interest in this community, and wipe 
away from the annals of this house the disgrace of 
aes the right of petition on the part of the peo- 
ple. 
Mr. A. concluded by asking the yeas and nays on 
the amendu.ent, which were ordered; and, being ‘a- 
ken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Barnard, Beards- 
ley, Benton, W. J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, 
J E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Clingman, Clinton, Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Dana, R.D. Davis. Dean, Dickey, Dil- 
lingham, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
Frick, Giddings, Grinnell. Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Har- 
per, Henley, Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Juseph R. Irgersoll, 
Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Maclay, McClellan, Mc- 
Dowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph 
Morris, Mosely, Owen, Parmenter, Paterson, Pettit, 
Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Ramsey, 
Rathbun, Charles M. Read, Robinson, Rodney, Rogers, 
Sainple, Shenck, ‘Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Sey- 
mour, Simons, Aloert Sith, J. I. Smith, T. Sanh, 
Stetson, J. Stewart, Sykes, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanme- 














ter, Vinton, Wheaten, White, Williams, Wi .throp, W. 
Wright, J A Wright—91. ; 
NAYs—Messrs. Arrington. Atkinson, Barringer. 


Belser. Bidlacek. James Black, James A Black, Black- | 


well, Bossier. Bower, Bowlin, Bovd, J. Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Mikon Brown, Burk», 
Caldwell. Campbell, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, 
Clulton, Cobb. Coles, Cross, Cullom Daniel Garrett 
Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Donglass Drom- 
goule, Farlee, Ficklin, French, Gilmer. Wills Green, 
Grider. Haralson, Hays. Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hous- 


ton, Hubard, Hughes, Charles Jo Ingersoll, Jameson, | 


Cave Johnson, Andrew Jonnson, George W. Jones 
Preston King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas. Lumpkin, Me 
Causlen, McClernand, McConnell, McKay, Moore, 
Murphy, Newion, Norris, Payne. Pevton, Pratt, Ray 
ner, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe. Rhett, Ritter. Rus 
sell, St. John, Saunders, Senter. Si:npson, Slidell. Ro 
bert Smith, S eenrod, Stiles, Stone, Strone, Taylor, 
Thomasson. Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, 
Wilkins, Wise, Wowdward, Yos:—91. 

Mr. Wise moved to except the rule whereby bills 
are taken out of committee of the whole by a ma- 
jority instead of two-thirds and passed upon without 
debate. 

The question was debated by Messrs. Wise, dams, 
Rhett, and Charles J. Ingersoll, in favor of striking 
out the rule, and Messrs. Cave Johnson and Hopkins 
against it. The rule was then stricken out, without 
division. 

On motion of Mr. Wise, a committee of nine was 
ordered to be raised to draw up a new cude of regu- 
lations for the house. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll gave notice that he should take 
the earliest opportunity to introduce a bill for the 
berefit of General Jackson. 

On motion of Mr. Weller, the house adjourned to 
meet at 12 o’clock each day until otherwise ordered. 


Tuespay, Dec. 5. Mr. Barnard, of New York, 
moved to amend the journal of yesterday’s proceed- 
ings by incorporating upon it the paper presented by 
him yesterday, embodying the views of the minority 
in regard to the members elected by general ticket 
in violation of the law of congress. Mr. B. expressed 
his surprise that the paper referred to was not already 
upon the journal of proce dings. 

Mr. Dromgoole, Mr. Gilmer, Mr. Haralson, of Ga. 
Norris, of N. H. and Cobb, of Ga., (the three latter 
being of the disputed seats) and Kennedy of Indiana 
spoke in opposition to Mr. Burnard’s movement, and 
Mr. Rayner of N.C. in its favor. The debate was 
still in progress, when 

The president’s message was received by the hands 


of his private secretary, was rea. and 10,000 copies | 


with its accompanying documents having been or- 
dered to be printed, the house adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Dec. 6. Mr. Barnard submitted to 
the chair that the unfinished business was the follow- 
ing modified motion, submitted by him yesterday in 
relation to an amendment of the journal of Monday’s 
proceedings. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the journal of yesterday be amended 
sv us tostate that Mr. Barnard offered in his place to 
read a paper, signed by himself and forty-nine other 
mnembers of the house; that objection was made: when 
a motion was submitied that Mr. Barnard have leave to 
read the paper; that question was put by the clerk tothe 
house; which, on a division decided ayainst granting the 
leave, and that the journal! be forthwith amended by in- 
serting the following paper as thai offered to be read, to 
wit: [And here follows the protest.] 

The pending question being the motion of Mr. 
Gilmer to amend the said modified motion, by striking 
out that portion of it which provided for the inser- 
tion of the protest on the journal. 

But it appearing, on the reading of the journal of 
yesterday, that the paper had been placed thereon as 
part of the proceedings of yesterday. 

Mr. Dromgoole raised the point of order that such 
spreading on the journal of the said paper was a 
forestalling of the decision of the house, and there 
fore he suggested that without formal motion, but by 
general consent, the clerk be directed so to amend 
the journal of yesterday, as simply to state the pend- 
ing motion. 

The speaker stated that the course of the clerk 
had been in accordance with the practice of the 
house. 

Mr. Dromgoole thereupon withdrew his suggestion. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Gilmer to the modified motion of Mr. Barnard. 

Mr. Chappell, of Ga., [disputed seat,] contended 
that the house in acting upon the vaiidity of the con- 
tested seats, becomes a judicial body, and that the 
protest would form a pre-judgment of a case yet to 
be fully argued; Mr. C. therefore renews the motion 
of Mr. Dromgeole, to correct the journal of yester- 
day by striking out the paper. 

Mr. Bowling, of Mo., [disputed seat,] thought that 
it was unfair and unjust to send forth a one-sided ar- 
gument drawn up as a judicial decision by about 
fifty membera in advance of arguments and docu- 





ments against it. Mr. B. said ifthe journal could not 
ibe cleared of that paper by a motion to strike it out, 
there was yet another method by which to arrive 
at it. 

_ Mr. Belser, of Ala., opposed the spreading on the 
journal of a paper which the house had yet never 
heard read, or yet allowed to be read to it. 


Mr. Barnard does not consider the paper as a pre- 
judgment of the case. 

Mr. Hale. of N. Hampshire, said that it seemed to 
him the very height and perfection of absurdity that 
while the house was in the actof discussing wheth- 
er a certain paper should or should not be allowed to 
go upon its journal, its clerk, a mere subordinate 
officer and agent of its will, should have the power 
to decide the question for the house, and put the pa- 
per on its journal before the decision of the house 
was given. It reminded him of what he haa once 
heard of in a little justice’s court in the country, 
where a plaintiff brought before the squire a charge 
of assault, struck the justice on the side of the head 
and nearly knocked him down to show how the as- 
sault had been committed. So here, while the very 
‘question was subjuitted to the house whether the 
clerk should eater a certain paper on its record, the 
clerk ran ahead of the house and entered it whether 
or no. By a sort of legislative legerdemain the 
house has been tricked into having this paper on its 
journal. 

Mr. Hughes, of Mo. [seat disputed.] said that if 
the motion to get rid of this paper should fail, there 
| was yet another mode, and should the latter also 
fail, he would introduce a resolution to expunge 
this entry from the journal. 


Mr. Haralson, of Ga. [seat disputed.] was opposed 
| to putting on record, a decision in anticipation, be- 
fore the parties had been heard. Mr. H. quoted 
passages from the paper as printed,and he was not 
| quite certain that this paper was precisely the same 
'which had been offered by the gentleman in his 
'place, to show that it was disrespectful. Mr. H. 
|therefore objected to the paper and its appearance 
;on the Journal on the ground that it was highly dis- 
respectful, as well to the gentlemen more immedia- 
te!y alluded to in it, as to the states from which they 
/came, and to this house and its proceedings in the 
|choice of a Speaker; and further, because it had 
| been placed upon the records of the house by a trick 
|of legislation. 

Mr. Hunt, of N. Y. spoke in vindication of the 
signers of the paper against the charge ot uliberality 
or want of respect. They had performed a solemn 
incumbent duty in expressing their remonstrance 
and protest againt what they conceived a nullifica- 
tion or a violation of the law. 














Mr. Beardsley spoke in opposition to changing the 
record. 


Mr. Meller moved to lay the pending motion on 
the table. 

The question being taken, the vote stood, ayes 64, 
nays 64. So the motion of Mr. Chappell was not laid 
cn the table. 

Mr. Wise raised a point of order that it was not 
in order, while the question was pending before the 
house ‘Shall the paper be entered on the Journal?” 
for the clerk, collaterally or incidently, to do that 
which the house had not directly decided should be 
done, [i. e. spread the paper on the Journal]. 

A complicated discussion ensued, but with a view 
of going into the election of officers, the subject was, 
on motion of Mr. C. Johnson, postpened until to- 
morrow. 


Clerk. The house proceeded to elect a clerk viva 
voce. 

Mr. Davis, of Ind. nominated Caleb J. McNulty, 
Esq. of Ohio. Ané Mr. Vance, of Ohio, nominated the 
present incumbent, Matthew St. Clair Clarke, Esq. 

The vote resulted; for Caleb J. McNulty, 124; for 
M. St. C. Clarke, 66. Mr.McMulty being declared 
elected, was conducted to the clerk’s table and took 
the oath of office. 


Jackson's fine. -Mr. C? J. Ingersoll asked and ob- 
tained leave tea introduce a bill to refund the fine 
imposed on General Jackson. The bill having been 
read was made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. McKay submitted a resolution that the house 
proceed to elect a printer with the same compensa- 
tion as was allowed to the printer of this house of 
the 26th congress, &c. as 

Mr. Gilmer offered the following amendment: 

“That the printer who may be elected by this 
house shall continue to serve until the close of the 
prasent present congress, unless it shall in the mean 
| time be provided by law that the public patronage of 
ithe government shall be separated from the political 
| press, in which event the service shall cease.” 

Mr. Wise asked the yeas and nays thereon, which 
_were ordered, Pending this motion, the house ad- 
journed. 
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American Provisions In Excianp. Our readers have 
repeately been informed that we are often indebted to 
Bicknel’’s Reporter, for quotations, and more particularly 
in relation to prices of American provisions in the Lon- 
don market, from which the Reporter derives early and 
an henic information, To the pages of the last number 
of that paper we are indebted for the following extracts 
trom the Liverpool Mail. 


Duties on Salted Provisions altered again! The com- 
missioners of Customs have issued a general order, dated 
3d instant, stating that “ta question having been raised 
(afresh) whether legs of porkyand middlescommonly alled 
uitches, merely salted or pickled, should on importation 
be charged with duty as salied pork, or as hams and 
bacon respectively; the lords of the treasury, by their 
orders of the 16th and 29ih ultimo, have decided that both 
should be charged with the rated duty payable on salted 
pork,” @. é. 83. per ewts. in place of 14s. on fugpign, aud 
23. in place of 3s. 6d. on colonial. 


The Mail goes on tosay,—‘‘Perhaps ‘the learned pig,’ 
if still living, could explain an odd circumstance which 
we can scarcely account for, bat which we know to bea 
fact—ro wit, that pickled porkers have puzzled the high- 
er p»wers more than any other article, animate or inani- 
mate, throughout the whole new tariff. Not to mention 
divers knotty points, keenly contested and deliberated, 
touching the lawful colonization of American pigs de- 
ceased—it was only lately that a general order directed 
that pickled Ings of pork alias green hams, be charged 
with duty as hams; previous orders charged them only 
as pork; still prior orders as hams; and before then they 
were generally entered and charged as pork. Without 
wishing that authoritative decisions (not always fallible) 
as to the true Interpretations of revenue laws should re- 
main »s unalterable as the.decrees of ine Medes and 
Persians, it is really much to be desired that ihey should 
be notquiie so versatile as these; because iniermiitent 
exactings of higher duties must obviously make a most 
serious difference to the less fortunate payers on impor- 
tations. 

The Acadia brinzs Liverpool dates 19:h Nov. saying 
“American chetse arrives by hundreds of boxes ata 
time. Arnerican beef is also comiNG IN freely.” 


Amenican Equestrians. By way of compensating 
the Europeans tur the variety of dancers, fiddlers, and 
other performers with which from ume to time they favor 
us, some Solitary yankee has occasionally strolled over 
the ocean, and Juinps Jim Crow for the diversion of their 
graces, 'o say nothing of our Coopers, Forests &¢— 


Fhe first formal return we have made them, of a corps | 


of performers, was the Equestrian company which 
went irom New York some tine siuce under the man- 
agement of Rutus Welch. The Gibraltar Chronicle of 
the 15.) Oct announces the arrival there of this company 
the day before on their way to Cadiz, and states that they 
had be?n very successful at Algiers, Port Mabon, Mar- 
seilles, Genoa, Paima, and Malaga. 


Ancient Ruins A gentleman who has traversed a 
larye portion of tue Indian country of Northern Texas, 
and the country lying between Santa Fe and the Puact- 
fic, informs the editor of the Houston Telegraph that 
there are vestiges of ancient cities and ruined temples on 
the Rio Puerco and Colorado of the West. Oa one of 
the branches of the Rio Puerco, a few days travel from 
Santa Fe, there is an immense pile of ruins that appear 
to belong to an ancient temple. ‘The building occupies 
nearly an acre of ground—portious of the wall regularly 
hewn, and laid in cement. ‘The ruins bear a general 
resemblance to these uf Palenque or Otolun. Tuere are 
many similar mines on the Colorado of the West, which 
empties into the California Sea. Neither the Indians re- 
sident in the vicinity. nor the oldest Spanish settlers of 
the nearest setfements can give any account of the ori- 
gin of these buildings. 


Bank Irems. Wyman, late president of the Phanix 


Bank, Charlestown Mass. afier a long trial has been found | 


guilty of the charges of embezzlement &c. buta bill of 
exceptions being filed, the case is removed to the Su- 
preme court. 

Fiity eight thousand dollars more of the relief nuies 
issued by the banks in the state of Pennsylvania, were 
destroyed on the 24th ult. accordiug tothe law of last 
sessions 

The capital of the Pottsville bank, a private bank 
under the tree banking actof N. York, has veen icveas- 
ed tv $109,000 by the proprietor, Mr. ‘Tl’. Prait. 


Ouro Banxs. The Cincinnati Gazette of the 23.h ult. 
contains a stalement of the cundition of tne re Inaliing 
banks in the state of Ohio, as of Ist November compar. 
ed witn their condition on the Istof Oct. preceding, 
showing an aggregate increase during the month ot 
$51,575 in specie; of 68,625in circulation, and of $125,- 
333 in loans, and a decrease of $41,102 of deposits. ‘Lhe 
ugyvrezate ou the Ist Nov. was, loans $3,941 366 specie 
$765,087; circulation $2,292,976; deposits $527,540 
as J beGazette adds: “in Cincinnat we have two banks 
of a nullon capital each, and the ‘Jrust company with a 


banking capial of upwards of $600,000,—in all, say | 
$2 600,000. ‘The charier of the Commercial Bank ex- | 


pires with the present year, and that of the Lafayette, 
will be subject to Latham’s humbug the lst of March, 
aud if not reheved will wind up. Weare the sixth city 
of the union, and shall then have a bankieg capital o: 
$600,000, without power to issuc one dollar for circu- 
lauon!? 
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Canat. Irems. The Alezandria Canal, connecting the 
city of Alexandria with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
at Georgetown. commenced on the 4th of July 1841, is 
so far completed as to admit of the passage of canal boats 
from the junction to the depotat Alexandria. The locks 
to connect with the tide at Alexandria will be finished 
early nextyear. The first boat which floated upon its 
waters from Georgetown across the splendid aqueduct 
to the Virginia shore and thence to Alexandria was the 
steam canal boat **Pioneer,” on board of which the pre- 
sident, directors, and officers of the canal company who 
had assembled at Georgetown for the purpose, embarked 
on the 2d inst. and in little better than an hour reached 
Alexandria, where they were received with great enthu- 
siasm by the citizens. The Alexandria Gazette, stating the 
arrival says: “In honor ofthe event a salute was fired, 
and the national flag was hoisted at the Public Square, 
and the vessels in port were decorated with flags. We 
repeat nuw, at the completion, what we we said on the 
day after the commencement of the canal: ‘may this impor- 
tant work succeed and prosper; may it more than realize 


the afternoon a canal boat trom Washington county, 
Maryland, loaded with flour, also arrived.” 

The Whitewater canal, connecting Cincinnati with the 
interior of Indiana, was formally opened for the first ime 
on the 23th ult. ‘lhe event was duly celebrated at Cin- 
cinati 

The water was also Jet into the canal at St. Mary’s 
which renders navigable another inland channel of in- 
tercourse, extending 125 miles north from Cincinnau, 
' through the rich vailey of the Miami, and passing through 
Middletown, Dayion, Troy, Piqua &c. 


New York Canaus. The navigation of the N. York 
canals has closed, and the Huadsun was navigated not 
without difficulty on the Sih inst as far up as Albany. 


Corron Cror. The Richmond Enquirer estimates 
the crop at 1.800.000 bales, say from N. Orleans 780.000 
— Mobile 360,000—Savannah 240 000—Charleston 299, - 
000—Fiorida, 120,C00—Virginia &c. 10,000. 

More dependence however may he placed upon a 
comparison of actual results. The Charleston Mercury 
of the 4th inst says: “At the time of making up our Jast 
statement, theentire receipts of cotton from the Ist of 
| September in all the southern poris amounted to 353,520 

bales, against the receipts atsame_ time last year of 451,- 
| 364; a falling off this year of 97,544 bules in not quite three 
i'mouths. ‘The Exports to Europe in the same time have 
_ been 118,785 bales, agans! 190.396 to the same dates last 
| year. being a decrease of 71,318 bales.” And adds:— 
| “We cannot make any rule fur ihe comparative es- 
timate of entire crops, from the receipts for the first three 
months; but in a season marked by an early frost and a 
consequent early end of picking, if the receipts fall off 
considerably at first, itis a very strong indication of a 
short crop. ‘The more cotton there is to gather the slower 
will be the preparation for the market. ‘I'hus of the great 
crop growi in 1839, not more came into the market up 





1840. Between those twocrops there was a difference ot 
nearly 600,000 bales.” 


By the Acadia we learn that prices advanced 4 and in 
some cases 5, in consequence of the information by the 
packet Swiizerland, but on the arrival of the Hibernia 
steamer, pricessubsided again, and the market was rather 
heavy at former quotations. The stock on hand the 
I7th of Nov. was 692,800 bales, against 455,530 same 
date last year. 

Peatrus, during the last week in the city of New York 
168, ot which 53 were under one of age, 25 died of con- 
sumptionj—-in Philadelphia 91, of which 283 were under 
two years of age. and 14 died of consumption,—in Balti- 
more 34; of which 12 were under one year of age, 5 were 
free colored and 3 slaves; 10 died of consumption. 


Evecrro-MaGNeTic TrLeararg. An article in the 
Patriot of the 6th, informs us that pipes, of about one 
'imeh in diameter, containing the magnetic wires, are now 
| laid ten or twelve inches under ground, trom McHenry, 
nearjPoppleton street in Baltimore city, to the Relay house, 
distance about nine miles, and that Professor Morse de- 
signs ina few days to test its @peration for that distance. 
| ‘They generally follow the railroad track, and are to be 
| laid to the Capitol at Washington, for which object $30,- 
OU0 were apprupria‘ed at the lust ses-ion of congress. 





Fines. The new court house at Montpelier, Vt., was 
destroyed by fire on the 4th inst. ‘he records were 
saved. 

‘The jail at Heathsviile, took fire on the 26th ult., and 
in spite of every efiurt to save him, a prisioner coufined 
therein as @ runaway slave, was burnt tu death. 


Grorncia—Memory or Harrison. A newconty had 
been laid off, aud several numes were proposed for it; 
among them that of Harrison, whea Mr. Iverson rose 
and remarked that he hoped all the others would be at 
once Withdrawn; that General Harrison was now no 
more; that,;though politically opposed to bim, be had al- 
ways regarded him asa good mun, and revered his me- 
mory. ‘I‘hereupon, the uther names proposed were with- 
(drawn and Harrisun adopted. 


| ‘Tse Hupson River, was closed last winter from the 
29th Nov. to the 13ih April. ten days longer than any 
year we have recoids uf; usually it closed between the 


| fihand 20.hof Dee. but in five of the last twenty five 
| 


yeurs it closed on the 30.h of Nov: in twelve of the iwen- 
ty five. it remained closed over one lunderd, and ranging 
| from 100 ty ldo days. 


our warmest hopes; and may itrestore and perpetuate the | 
trade and prosperity uf Alexandria.”” ‘In the course of ! 


to the Ist of Dec. than of the succeeding small crop of! | a ! 
‘like an infant broken of its slumber. Every tone seemed 
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Tue Eart or Lory. William Drummond Stewart, 
who has recently sueceeded to the title of the Earl of 
Lorn, in consequence of the death of his uncle, arrived 
in New Orleans on the 24th ult. on the buard the steam- 
er Louisa from St. Louis. We understand he will, un- 
less recalled by Her Majesty Queen Victoria to take hig 
seat in the house of lords, departin the spring for San. 
‘a Fe, by the way of Independence, Missouri, at which 

lace he left his mules and carts on his return from the 
Rocky Mountain expedition. N. O. Bee. 


Lorrerits. According to the Phila. North American, 
upwards of $3 000 has been raised fur the purpose of “ef- 
fecting a law,” at the ensuing sessiuvn of the legislature 
of Pennsylvania, to legalise lotteries, the proposed ob- 
ject being to enable the state to liquidate its debts!! 


LovistanA Bonps. The New Orleans Courier of the 
27th ultime states that Colonel John Winthrop has re. 
turned from London, and brought with him all the state 
bonds and post notes of the Citizen’s Bank of New Or. 
leans deposited with Hope & Co. which had not been 
negotiated, amounting to about three millions four bun- 
dred thousand dollars. 


Meruopist Eriscopan Caurcn. The increase of this 
body within afew years has been without parallel. In 
their lust official documents they publish their numbers 
in each conference in the Uniun and ‘Texas, of which the 
summary is— 





White. Colored. Indians. Total. 
Total this year, 936,726 128410 3,379 1,163,526 
Total last year, 803,938 107,296 2,617 913,902 
Increase this ; 
year, . . . 132,748 21,114 762 154,624 


Mitterism. Father Miller lately visited Rochester, 
New York, and devoted one whole week to dealing out 
exhortations and admonitions in relation tothe awful 
destruction which awaits this sinful world on the 22d of 
March next. according to the improved reckoning, Which 
22d day of March. Gentile time, is equivalent to the 23d 
of Apri] Jewish. During the whole time of his gojourn 
there, he was listened to by congregations, daily and 
nightly, ranging between one and two thousand. He 
departed thence to enlighten the good people of Lock- 
port and other cities in relation to the near approach of 
the consummation of all things. 


Mresicians. The liberal encouragement which per- 
formers have met with in ths country bas the effect of 
inviting them over from all directions. Four of the most 
distinguished instrumental performers of Europe were 
congregated at one time in New York a few days ago, 
and are now making the “grand tour” of the Union. — 
Upon the violin, “a greater than Pagininiis here.” Ole 
Buti, a young Norwegian, promises to rival if not surpass 
Orpheus himself. ‘The correspondent of the Providence. 
Journal thus fancitully describes the perfurmance vf 
Oe Burt. ' 

“He then laid his cheek caressingly upon his insiru- 
ment, Which gradually awoke, and wailed, and moaned, 


fraught with human. grief and passion. He introduced 
a dialogue, in which asweet voice complained so sadly 
that if made the heart ache with pity, which was answe!- 
ed from another string with imprecations so violent and 
threatening that it made one almost tremble with fear.— 
I fancied a young girl was pleading for the tite of ler 
lover and receiving only curses in reply.” 

Srock cambiinc. ‘The New York and Philadelphia 
papers of this week refer to very pa!pabie instances ot 


| this game being plaid off by the “knowing ones” upon 


the credulous. ‘They had better go'to a Faro table. 

Sreamers. The Caledonia left Boston on the Ist inst. 
with 30 passengers, 20,000 leiters, and the usual quant 
ty of newspapers for Liverpool, being the largest mail 
that has gone by that line. 


Great speep. A Louisville paper cays that the steam- 
boat New Sultana, recently built at that place, ran a dis- 
tance vt thirty-five tuiles in vue hour and three miiautes 
on her first trial. 


THe GRanp sury of Mason county, Kentneky, after 
mature investigation of the late unturtunate death of Mr. 
M. W. Campbell, who was crusiied go death in a small 
boat while an atiempt was being made thus to land him 
from a steamer at Maysville, have found an indictinent 


‘against J. Biair, the captuin of the steamer, lor man- 


slaughter. 


Taanxssivinc. Governor Porter, of Pennsylvama, 
has issued a proclamation appoining ‘Thursday, the 21st 


as aday of thanksgiving to be observed in that sface. 


Trrtes. Vhe N. York American of the 5th says; We 
have a jeter trom Mr. ‘Tasisiro, provesting aguinst the 
title of count, which it seeins our reporier attached to bis 
name. ‘This tide, though his, as he declares by right of 
birth, “he scorns, and renounced trom the momen! 
he became a candidate for that far preferable distinction 
—the honor of citizenship in this great ¢cnd glorious re- 
pubic.” 

Tosacco. The inspections of last week at Baltimore, 
consisted of 465 hhds. Maryland, 51 Ohiv, 43 Kentucky, 
and 62 Missouri, total 626 hhds. 

‘The crop of the state ot Maryland is considerably short 
of an average crop, and finer qualities will be very 6 -arce 

Prices in ast, Amnsierdain &c remain siauoualy- 

Treascry Notes. The ainount of treasury notes oul: 


standing on the Ist inst was $4,066,925 92. 
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